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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
‘magazine has all the inside information you want 
and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
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Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
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JANUARY 1995 
FEATURES 


TATANKA BURIES THE HATCHET—IN THE HEARTS OF THE FANS 
One of the WWF's most beloved stars revealed at SummerSlam that he was in the 
employ of Ted DiBiase. What caused his change? The answer may surprise you 


PRESS CONFERENCE: BRIAN LEE 
The Smoky Mountain star wants to humble former manager Tammy Fytch for firing 
him. He explains how he plans to achieve this difficult undertaking 


DELIRIOUS, DEVASTATED, & DEMORALIZED: 

HULK’S ASTONISHING AMBULANCE-RIDE CONFESSIONS! 

When Hulk Hogan was transported to the hospital after being attacked, he bared 
his soul to those accompanying him. You won't believe what he said 


WHY ALUNDRA WANTS A MAN ... AND THE WWF SAYS NO! 
World Women’s champion Alundra Blayze wants to meet-—and beat—a male 
wrestler so she can be rated in the “PW! 500.” WWF officials think otherwise 


80 YEARS OF TRADITION TRASHED TO THE EXTREME: 

ECW: “TO HELL WITH THE NWA!” 

Shane Douglas wrestled magnificently to win one of the sport's most revered belts, 
then renounced it in disgust. His federation soon followed suit 


ACHIEVEMENT ‘94 FAN POLL: 

VOTE FOR THE YEAR’S BEST WRESTLERS & MATCHES 

It's time to select wrestling’s most prestigious honors—the PW/ Achievement 
Awards. We've nominated some possible candidates; the rest is up to you! 


DEPART 


BETWEEN FALLS 
Exploding Bomb; Cheating Hogan; Biased Remark 


RINGSIDE with Bill Apter 
The latest news from around the world of wrestling 


FROM THE DESK OF ... Stuart M. Saks 
A desperate ECW goes to the Extreme 


IN FOCUS with Craig Peters 
Sting makes a wish come true 


WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Andy Rodriguez 
Is Tammy Fytch beating Jim Cornette at his own game? 


THE STEEL CAGE by Chris Bernucca 
Rick Steamboat: little charisma, lots of substance 


OFF THE TOP ROPE with Eddie Ellner 
Your questions answered, with a rulebreaking twist 


PWI CLOSE-UP: RAZOR RAMON 
The “Bad Guy" is Intercontinental champion once more 


ARENA REPORTS 
Match results from around the globe 


SCOUTING REPORT 
The strengths and weaknesses of five mat stars 


OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS 
The sport's most respected rankings 
RATINGS ANALYSIS 

Should non-title bouts be non-existent? 


WRESTLING ENQUIRER 
This ‘n’ that from the squared circle 


HOT SHOT 
Eddie Gilbert feels a Hurricane ... and Puerto Rico heat 
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Next issue on sale November 29 
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THE MIGHTY 500 


In our December 1994 issue, we 
presented the fourth annual “PWI 
500,” a listing of the top 500 grapplers 
in North America. These rankings 
always lead to plenty of controversy; 
this year’s list was no different. 

“Hulk Hogan should not have been 
number two,” wrote Bill Henry of 
Tucson, Arizona. “He did beat Ric 
Flair for the WCW World title, but he 
was inactive for most of the year. Flair 
should've been higher than Hu 

‘TP'm glad to see Sabu finally get- 
ting the recognition he deserves,” 
wrote Matthew Burdett of Pittston, 
Pennsylvania. “The man is absolutely 
incredible. I just hope he doesn’t kill 
himself in the ring, so he can move up 
higher than number 12.” 

“T don’t think Roddy Piper, Marty 
Jannetty, Davey Boy Smith, and a few 
of the others who hardly wrestled at all 
this year belong at all,” said “PWI 
Hotline” caller Steve Lammers of 
Bangor, Maine. “Also, both Steiners 
are too high and Tony Anthony should 
not have been higher than Irwin R. 
Schyster, Arn Anderson, or Shane 
Douglas. He’s just a brawler with no 
technical skills.” 


4 & PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED & 


Adam Bomb’s decision to break away 
from manager Harvey Wippleman was a 
smart move, according to reader Theresa 
DeSarro. She urges other wrestiers to 
steer clear of Wippieman 


EXPLODING BOMB 
I’m writing in response to each and 
every person who ever said Adam 
Bomb could fulfill his potential if he’d 
just get rid of Harvey Wippleman. I 
just read about some of the wrestlers 
who used to have Harvey as their man- 
ager. Many of them I’d never even 
heard of until I read about them in 
some old magazines. Bomb has almost 
assured himself of a better career now 
that he’s not managed by that little 
twerp. All wrestlers who want to go 
anywhere should stay away from him. 
Kwang, take my word for it. Sign with 
Mr. Fuji, Johnny Polo, or just go out on 
your own. You'll be better off that 

way. 

THERESA DeSARRO 
Scranton, PA 


EE ESESSE—E———E— Sa 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
welcomes readers’ comments on any 
of our stories or columns. 

Send letters to: 

BETWEEN FALLS 
Box 956 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Letters preceded by a @ indicate 
letters left by fans on the PWI 
Hotline (1-900-884-4PWI; see ad 
elsewhere in this issue). 
be ee ee 


PANNING APTER 

I was extremely shocked to hear 
about Terry Funk’s attack on Bill Apter 
at a recent ECW card. I can’t believe 
Funk would actually hit the editor of 
one of the greatest wrestling publica- 
tions in the world with a frying pan 
while he was minding his own business 
photographing a match. 

Anyone capable of this kind of rep- 
rehensible behavior should be behind 
bars. Like Sid Vicious, Funk is a mani- 
ac. There is no room in this sport for 
him. He and Sabu should be locked up 
in an asylum! 

K.C. DARIJI 
London 


CHEATING HOGAN 
Hulk Hogan a great role model? 
Watching Clash of the Champions 
XXVII, I saw the most unbelievable 
amount of cheating the mat sport has 
ever allowed. In a match pitting WCW 
World champion Hogan against Ric 
Flair, you would expect Flair to be the 
one breaking all the rules. That wasn’t 
the case. Throughout the bout, Hogan 
used closed fists and gagged and 
choked the “Nature Boy.” He even 
picked up a chair and attempted to use 
it on Flair. I’m not saying Flair is a 
saint, but he’s not an idol of millions of 
kids around the world, either. Hogan is 
not a guy I want my kids to model 

themselves after. 

MELANIE BOWERS 
Canton, OH 


BIASED REMARK 

During a recent edition of WWF 
Wrestling Challenge, Gorilla Monsoon 
made some comments that I must take 
exception to. Just before the start of a 
Jeff Jarrett match, the cameras showed 
a fan with a sign declaring, “I Love 


s she doesn’t like “Double-J,” 


‘Double-J.’” Monsoon called this per- 
son “a sick individual.” 

Where does Monsoon get off deni- 
grating this Jarrett fan? What happened 
to a broadcaster’s supposed objectivi- 
ty? More important, whatever hap- 
pened to a fan’s right to root for 
whomever he or she pleases? While I 
am not a fan of “Double-J,” I still 
respect him for his ability and all the 
championships he won in the USWA. I 
also respect my fellow wrestling fans’ 
rights to support Jarrett if they wish to 


ill has his 


but says his supporters 


do so. I think an apology to Jarrett and 
his fans from Monsoon and the WWF 
is in order. 
BEVERLY OANCIA 
Regina, Saskatchewan 


THEY’RE NO CLOWNS 
I’m here to tell you about one of the 
best-kept secrets in wrestling today: 
“Flyboy” Rocco Rock and Johnny 
Grunge, otherwise known as Public 
Enemy. These former ECW tag team 
(Continued on page 52) 
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BPECIAL TO Pw 
WWE MATCH RESULTS 


The cover of the January 1985 
issue featured The Road Warriors, 
with the accompanying headline, 
“Awesome Destruction! The Road 
Warriors Power To Their First World 
Title.” Hawk and Animal had just won 
the AWA World tag team title by beat- 
ing Crusher and Baron Von Raschke. 
Their manager, Paul Ellering, was call- 
ing them “the greatest tag team in 
wrestling,” and he was probably right: 
Hawk and Animal went on to win 
world tag team titles in both the NWA 
and WWF as well. 

The centerfold featured Tito 
Santana, who was in the midst of a 
7'/-month reign as Intercontinental 
champion. Having beaten Magnificent 
Muraco in February 1984, Santana 
successfully defended the belt against 
stars such as Greg Valentine, Paul 
Orndorff, The Iron Sheik, Bob Orton, 
and Bob Backlund. Santana eventually 
lost the title to Valentine, but won it 
back from him 10 months later. 

Elsewhere in the magazine: The 
feud between Billy Jack and one of his 
childhood idols, Dory Funk Jr., was 
detailed in “An Idol Crumbles: Billy 
Jack’s Heartbreaking War With Dory 
Funk Jr.” ... Michael Hayes talked 
about The Freebirds’ war with the Von 
Erichs and his relationship with pop 
star Cyndi Lauper in “Press Confer- 
ence” ... Matt Brock looked at Eddie 
Gilbert and was outraged that the 
young star had turned rulebreaker, but 
predicted he would eventually real- 
ize the error of his ways. 

Magazine availability: Limited. 
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erations took another turn when the WWF 

quashed WCW’s plans to hold its first- 
ever card at Madison Square Garden, on 
November 26. The WWF has a clause in its con- 
tract with the Garden giving it a right of first 
refusal for any wrestling dates in the main 
arena. When the folks at Titan Tower got wind of 
the news that WCW was planning a Garden pro- 
motion, they exercised that clause and took the 
date. Vince McMahon Sr. and Jr. have been 


Te WAR BETWEEN the the Big Two fed- 


the only promoters of cards 
at the Garden for decades, 
and that predates the 
WWF's founding in 1963. 
“That's too bad, brother,” 
said WCW World champion 
Hulk Hogan, who was 
expected to headline the 
Garden date. “I’ve wrestled 
at the Garden many times 
before, and I’ve always 
loved it. New York’s a spe- 
cial place for me and my 


'J| ‘Hulkamaniacs’! But I’m 


. a 


‘Sherri Martel and Ric Flair were indefinitely. 


_ suspended from WCW’'s domestic cards by 
_ Commissioner Nick Bockwinkel for attack- 

ing World champion Hulk Hogan after a 

match at Clash nt the Champions: XXXVI. 
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| more disappointed for the 


young guys in WCW who 


| were looking forward to 


wrestling at the Garden for 
the first time.” 
What will WCW do? 


‘| Rumors have it trying to 


secure the nearby Byrne 


| Meadowlands Arena on 
) that date and go head-to- 


head with the WWF. That 
might seem self-defeating, 
but November 26—the 
Saturday after Thanks- 
giving—is normally one of 
the strongest drawing 
dates for wrestling. 
Incidentally, Hogan con- 
tinued to dominate his feud 
with Ric Flair in Europe, 
pinning the “Nature Boy” in 
Great Britain and Ger- 


> many. Flair and Sherri 


Martel had been indefinite- 
ly suspended in the U.S. by 
WCW Commissioner Nick 


Bockwinkel for attack- 
ing Hogan after a match 
at Clash of the Cham- 
pions XXVII in Cedar 
Rapids, lowa. A myster- 
ous masked man was 
also part of the attack, 
and had assaulted Ho- 
gan earlier on the card. 
The “Hulkster’ was tak- 
en to a nearby hospital, 
but bravely came back 
and wrestled despite the 
injury. Flair beat him by 
countout. 

The suspension was 
lifted by Bockwinkel in 
September and Hogan 
and Flair were slated to 
wrestle inside a steel 
cage at Halloween 
Havoc. 

One of Flair’s long- 
time rivals now has a title 
belt of his own. Veteran 
Rick Steamboat defeat- 
ed U.S. champion Steve 
Austin at the Clash, and 
“The Dragon” looks as 
impressive as ever. 

“lve always stated 
that Steve is a talented 
wrestler,” Steamboat 
noted, “though I’m not 
fond of the way he | 
conducts himself at | 
times. But he’s not un- 
beatable; no wrestler | 
is. | simply perse- 
vered, found a weakness, and took advantage of 
it. | hope | can hold this title for a long time.” 

Someone who has done just that is Alundra 
Blayze. The WWF Women’s World champion 
has successfully repelled all foes since winning 
the title last December. She overcame a deter- 
mined challenge from Japan’s Bull Nakano in 
one of the highlight matches at SummerSlam ’94 
at Chicago’s new United Center. The beefy 
Nakano—managed by the vicious Luna 
Vachon—continues to go after Blayze every 
chance she gets. 


ularly assaulted Alundra Blayze, both — 
4 and on subse-— 


at Summer 


For about 24 hours, Diesel held not one, but 
two, titles in the WWF. On August 28 in 
Indianapolis, the Intercontinental champion 
joined Shawn Michaels to defeat The 
Headshrinkers for the World tag team belts. But 
before WWF officials could determine if the 
seven-footer would have to give up one of the 
belts, Razor Ramon made it moot by downing 
Diesel at SummerSlam. 

Randy Savage, who knows a little bit about 
sibling rivalry from his matches with brother 

(Continued on page 52) 
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oOPECIAL HOLIDAY 
GIFT OFFER 


If you are looking for a special holiday gift for a wrestling fan, we have the answer. Try a gift subscription 
package of the world’s best-selling and most respected wrestling magazines! It’s the only holiday gift that 
iasts the entire year! Just check off which gift package you want, and we do the rest! A gift notice will be sent 
to the recipient. There’s no better way to make this a memorable holiday season for someone you love! 


GIFT PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Magazine Title U.S./Canada___ Foreign Issues Renewal 


OPROWRESTLING ILLUSTRATED $29.95 $39.55 _ 

O THE WRESTLER $18.95 $28.55 

CG INSIDE WRESTLING $18.95 $28.55 

1 WRESTLER & INSIDE WRESTLING $35.00 $54.20 

C/PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, $57.95 $86.75 
WRESTLER & INSIDE WRESTLING 

2 SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING $12.75 $17.55 


[1 PRO WRESTLING $49.99 $88.99 
ILLUSTRATED WEEKLY 


GOLDEN GIFT OFFER 


1 PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, 
WRESTLER, INSIDE WRESTLING, 
__ SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING | $73.44 $98.64 42 


Send To: Please indicate method of payment: 

LONDON PUBLISHING CO. [1 Check or money order 

P.O. BOX 910 (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 

FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 O VISA# c 
1) MasterCard # 
Expiration Date: __/ 


Please enter the gift subscription(s) I've checked MO/yR 
on the order form above. 


THIS GIFT IS FOR YOUR NAME. 


ADDRESS ADDRESS 


CITY —— CITY 


STATE ZIP = STATE 


TELEPHONE # 


(All orders outside U.S., international money order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before receiving first issue) 


WAY TO GO, STINGER! 

The letter that came to our office by fax machine 

pretty much says it all: 

Dear Craig, 

I’m writing to tell you about a situation | was 
recently involved in. My name is Mary Wendland, 
and on Sunday, August 14, 1994, | was contacted by 
the family of Michael Grabowski, an 
| 18-year-old Lansing, Michigan, boy 
who was dying from leukemia. His 
dying wish was to meet Sting. 

| contacted Lynn [Brent] in the pub- 
lic relations department of WCW. | told 
her about the situation. Because of it 
being on such short notice, Sting 
couldn’t come to meet Michael, but he 
did something wonderful: He sent a 
large balloon bouquet tied to a won- 
derful teddy bear, and he sent a per- 
sonally autographed photo. 

| presented these things to Michael 
on behalf of Sting and WCW, and ! 
saw a smile cross his face—the first in 
a long time. 

My friend, Cathy Curtis, helped me 
organize this for Michael and his fami- 
ly, who are also big fans of Sting and 
wrestling. Cathy and | would like to 
give Sting and WCW a big, heartfelt 
thanks—and a big long-distance bear- 
hug—for their cooperation and their 
big hearts. A sting doesn’t always 
hurt—this one, in fact, made a dying 
wish come true for a very special 
young man and an equally special 
family. 

From the family and friends of 
Michael Grabowski, a tearful hug and 
a kiss to Sting and WCW for every- 
thing. Sting and WCW are truly special 
in their eyes. 

Sting was voted 1994 Role Model of 
the Year by several hundred Lansing, 
Michigan, youths. He was sent an 


Sting is one of wrestling’s most beloved figures, and that affection is genuine. @!ched glass plaque from the kids. 
He’s earned it for the many charitable things he does. Now everyone can see why. 
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Sabu has gained a reputation as one of wrestling’s wildest competitors. He now also has the 
distinction of being the first cover subject of Wrestling Bad Guys, which makes its debut inside 
a special edition of Wrestle America! 


HERE WE GO AGAIN! 

Each year at this time, it’s my job to ask you to go 
above and beyond the normal duty of readerhood. To 
dig deep, to be creative, to help us with the most antici- 
pated wrestling magazine of the year: the year-end edi- 
tion of PWI. 

Yes, it’s time once again for you to send us: (1) Your 
predictions, serious or silly—of what you think will hap- 
pen in this amazing sport over the next 12 months, (2) 
Your David Letterman-style wild and wacky Top 10 
lists having something—anything!—to do with any 
aspect of the sport you wish, and (3) Your 
“Unofficial/Official Awards” for 1994 (for more on what 
those are all about, see page 42). 


Send ’em in soon, because 

we’re going to be compiling 
the very best as part of our 
gala March 1995 year-end 
double issue of PWI. Label the 
| envelope “Predictions ’95,” 
“Top 10 Lists,” or “Unoffi- 
cial/Official Awards” and 
address it to: PRO WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED, Box 956, Fort 
Washington, Pennsylvania 
| 19034. 
And by the way, be sure to 
' check out page 43 of this 
issue: For the first time ever, 
you can cast your votes in six 
of the most important Achieve- 
ment '94 Awards categories— 
by phone! A special PW/ 
| Voteline has been set up, and 
will only be in operation 
' through December 1, so call 
soon! You can also leave your 
“Unofficial/Official Awards” on 
the phone line for publication 
in the magazine! And best of 
all: We've slashed the price to 
just 99 cents a minute! Be 
sure to check it out! 


AND AS LONG 

AS I’M PLUGGING... 
It’s hotter than a breath of 
flame from Abbudah Singh! 
More vicious than Abdullah the 
Butcher with a fork! Wilder 
than a Sabu vs. Cactus Jack 
match! 

It's Wrestling Bad Guys, 
PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED'S 
evil sister publication! 

If you’re a fan of Eddie 
Ellner, if you can’t stand Sting, 
if you love watching Public 
Enemy bust up the competition, if you cheered when the 
masked man smashed Hulk Hogan in the knee a /a 
Nancy Kerrigan at Clash of the Champions, then 
Wrestling Bad Guys is for you! 

The first issue of Wrestling Bad Guys won't hit the 
newsstands until December 6 ... but we’ve got a spe- 
cial preview in store for you! The “magazine within a 
magazine” in the Winter 1994 edition of Wrestle 
America features a very special 32-page preview of the 
magazine you're sure to love to hate! That edition of 
Wrestle America goes on sale November 8, and it’s 
one you absolutely won’t want to miss! 

Wrestling Bad Guys, the wrestling magazine with a 
bad attitude, is here ... whether you like it or not! O 
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£ s : 
Jim Cornette has been associated with many great wrestlers 
and tag teams over the years. These days, he spends much of 
his managerial time in Smoky Mountain with the relatively 
unheralded Bruiser Bedlam. 
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around Jim Cornette. That is evident to everyone 
who follows the sport. ; 

Everyone, that is, but Jim Cornette. 

“I'm still a force in this business!” he insists. “Anyone 
who doesn’t believe that is a damned fool, or worse!” 

It wasn’t too long ago that Cornette indeed was a 
force. Not only was he the top manager and sometime 
commissioner in Smoky Mountain, but he had a lot of 
Say in the career of then-WWF World champion 
Yokozuna. 

Today Cornette still is one of the best managers in 
the game, but he may not be the best in Smoky 
Mountain. He isn’t the commissioner anymore, either. 
As for the WWF, he virtually has no involvement there, 
not even with ex-champ Yokozuna. 

Hard times? Not hardly, says Cornette. 

“It was time to slow things down,” he says. “I had 
too many fingers in too many pies. There’s plenty | 
have to teach a guy like Yokozuna. In fact, | wouldn't 
Say our relationship has ended just yet. But at the 
moment neither he nor Mr. Fuji are about'to listen to 
me. That's understandable. They’re still smarting over 
the title loss. 

“And to say it’s bad for me in Smoky Mountain is not 
looking at the facts. This young man I’m managing 
now, Bruiser Bedlam, is on the verge of doing a lot of 
damage here. You'll be hearing plenty from us. I’m not 
about to go away.” 

This sounds like Cornette. The voice still is high and 
annoying. The manner remains brusque and arrogant. 
However, he is a man who feels his status is being 
threatened. Threatened by Tammy Fytch. 

“All | know is Fytch always seems to be in the mid- 
dle of the action lately, managing heavyweight and tag 
team champions,” says one Smoky Mountain official. “I 
don’t see Cornette doing half as much. Sure, he’s 
always a threat and always dangerous, but so is 
Fytch.” 

Though she no longer manages Brian Lee, Fytch 
has found a very potent replacement in Boo Bradley. 
Lee and Chris Candido were tag team champions; 
Bradley and Candido are potential tag team night- 
mares. 

Tag team dominance. That is a phrase one usually 
associates with Cornette. With a couple of versions of 
The Midnight Express—and more recently with The 
Heavenly Bodies—Cornette dictated the tag scene. His 
men weren't always champions, but they always were 
right there. 

No longer are tag teams a Cornette specialty. Fytch 
is starting to make her claim. Cornette doesn’t like it. 

“It really burns his hide that people see him on his 
way down and Tammy on her way up,” says Stan 
Lane, Cornette’s charge in The Midnight Express. 
“Personally, | think it’s ridiculous. Fytch has a long way 

(Continued on page 58) 


Te WRESTLING WORLD does not revolve 


#7: by Ben 


ams 


|. ELBOW SMASH 

. EYE GOUGE 

. FACE RAKE 

. FIREMAN'S CARRY RAM 
. FLYING BODY PRESS 

. FLYING CLOTHESLINE 

. FLYING DROP KICK 

. FLYING ELBOW DROP 

. FLYING HEAD BUTT 


POLE RAM 
. REVERSE CHINLOCK 
. ROLLING SCISSORS 
|. ROPE BURN 
. SAVATE KICK 
. SCISSORS GRIP 
. SHOULDER BREAKER 
. SLINGSHOT 
55. SNAP MARE 
. STEP-OVER TOE HOLD 
. SUPLEX 


58. SURFBOARD 
59. TURNBUCKLE SMASH 
60. WRISTLOCK 


35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
4i 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49 
50. 
51 
$2 


#2: Ace #3: Caeger #4: Bodybag #5; Wildfire #6: Erie #7: Nook the 
Stevene 


TAKE US ON! 


Jones Sohany Kage Darkstrom Secret hkapon 


Gan Dorn 


Hurry! Create your own imaginary wrestler and have him face off against any 
of these IWA veterans—there’s no waiting and 


x * * NOENTRY FEE! * * * 


Battle one, two, or all ten of these fierce competitors. We'll immediately put 
your wrestler in one of our 100+ exciting leagues and send him in the rng 
with the opponents you chose! You will receive the match results, the official 
IWA Handbook, and your membership card right away! Plus, your wrestler 
will be entered in our Rookie Brawl, and the winner gets an engraved plaque! 
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SET-UP HOLDS 


ABDOMINAL STRETCH 

ATOMIC DROP 

AVALANCHE 

BACKBREAKER 

BACKROLL PRESS 

BELLY TO BELLY 

BIG SPLASH 

BOSTON CRAB 

BRAIN BUSTER 

BULLDOG 

CAMEL CLUTCH 

COBRA CLUTCH 

CRADLE 

CRUCIFIX 

DOT 

FIGURE FOUR 
. FLYING LEG OROP 

GOURD BUSTER 

INDIAN DEATH LOCK 
NECKBREAKER 
PILEDRIVER 
POWER BOMB 
POWER SLAM 
RUSSIAN SICKLE 
SLEEPER 
SLINGSHOT SUPLEX 
SMALL PACKAGE 


The Imaginary Wrestling Association is the original and the best play-by-mail 
wrestling organization anywhere. Matches still cost just $1% each, the same 
low price we started with in 1985! And it’s the ONLY place where you can win 
an ACTUAL CHAMPIONSHIP WRESTLING BELT! 


So take us on! Find out if you’re tough enough to handle the best! Fill out the 
coupon below ora copy of it today and mail it with $1” for each opponent to: 


IWA Challenge 


PRPSSSSSSASSPSSTVPSSSALSRLSRS 


o 
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* * * Box 5275 * * * 88 SPINE BUSTER 
Willowick, Ohio 44095 80 SUPERPLEX 


© 1994 SC. All Rights Reserved 
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Wear-Down Holds: Choose 10 from the list of 60 shown at left. List them 
in the order to be used. Use each hold only once 


NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 


ADDRESS 6 7 8 9 10 


Set-Up Holds: Choose 5 from the list of 30 shown al night List them in 
the order to be used. Use each hold only once 


CITY, STATE, ZIP 
1 2 3 4 5 


Finishing Hold: Create your custom final maneuver or choose a hold 
from the 90 shown. Limit the length to 20 letters and spaces 


WRESTLER'S NAME (NO ACTUAL PRO WRESTLER NAMES, PLEASE) 


WRESTLER'S HEIGHT WRESTLER'S WEIGHT 
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FINISHING HOLD 


Opponents: Check the numbers of the men you want your wrestler lo go i 
against from the 10 at the top. Remember to enclose $1® for each 


o_ | 


————————— 
MANAGER'S NAME (IF NOT YOU) fey ee ee ee SE Tiree Le yea ae 
—— i. a eee 


SPECIAL GIMMICK OR DESCRIPTION OF WRESTLER 


YEAR OF THE DRAGON. When 
a friend asked me what happened at 
Clash of the Champions XXVII, | 
took five minutes to explain the hul- 
labaloo surrounding Hulk Hogan. | 
told him of the attack on Hogan and 


his subsequent am- 
bulance ride to the 
hospital. | told him of 
Ric Flair’s predictable 
taunting. | told him of 
Hogan’s gallant re- 
turn and victory. 

Oh, yeah, | told 
him, and Rick Steam- 
boat won another 
title. 

Steamboat defeai- 
ed “Stunning” Steve 
Austin for the WCW 
U.S. title in what was 
certainly a candidate 
for Match of the 
Year. This bout had 
more pins than your 
grandmother’s sew- 
ing box, and when it 
was over, Steamboat 
was holding a belt— 
again. 

Steamboat has 
won titles in the 
WWE and WCW. He 
has won titles as a 
singles competitor 


team. And he has won them all as a 
fan favorite, never once compromis- 
ing his principles for personal gain. 
Of course, Steamboat’s perfor- 
mance at Clash of the Champions 
was overshadowed by Hogan and 


> 2 = 


Image is everything? Rick Steamboat buys It—to a point. 
While he’s been a steadfast fan favorite for years, he lets 


and as part of a tag other wrestlers peddle charisma. 
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Flair, both of whom have become 
larger-than-life characters. Steam- 
boat is neither larger than life nor a 
character. He doesn’t headline pay- 
per-view events or take bus tours 
across the country. He doesn't dress 
up like a cowboy or a garbage man. 
In this age of sports where selfish 
idiots like Deion Sanders are trum- 
peted and quiet winners like Pete 
Sampras are vilified, Steamboat 
continues to triumph with substance 
over style. 

“| don’t know about that,” he said 
several days after his title victory, 
laughing as he answered the ques- 
tion. “Sports is entertainment, and 
you have to give the fans something. 
My fire-breathing routine isn’t sub- 
stance, but it makes the fans happy, 
and they pay our salaries. Once I’m 
in the ring, though, that all ends. And 
once I’m out of the arena, it all ends, 
too. | don’t breathe fire in my living 
room.” 

Maybe that’s the problem. 
Steamboat’s name never comes up 
when discussing the greatest 
wrestlers in history. Lou Thesz, 
Buddy Rogers, Bruno Sammartino, 
Ric Flair, and Hogan are the names 
always dominating that conversa- 
tion, and Steamboat has been 
unable to penetrate that pentagram 
for two reasons. 

Despite his longevity and success 
in the ring, Steamboat has not had 
the run at the top that these men 
enjoyed. Thesz was a six-time 
champion of the old NWA, Sam- 
martino held the WWF title for 
stretches of eight and four years. 
And Rogers, Flair, and Hogan have 
reached the pinnacle in both major 
federations, an achievement in itself. 

Steamboat has only been able to 
climb the mountain once. That came 
in 1989, when he beat Flair for the 
NWA belt and wore the hardware for 
less than three months. 

The other reason has to do with 
the intangible of charisma. You 
could make the argument that 


Steamboat celebrates winning the WCW U.S. belt. He focuses 
on wrestling, not style, and the many titles on his resume show 
that strategy has worked. 


Steamboat has better ring skills than 
all of the above but Thesz. However, 
that is all he has on them. Each one 
of the “Fab Five” possess an aura of 
greatness about them that makes 
him more than a great wrestler. 
Steamboat is undoubtedly a great 
wrestler, but Thesz, Rogers, 
Sammartino, Flair, and Hogan are or 
were siars. 

“| don’t worry about stuff like that,” 
Steamboat said. “I let you guys sort 
that out. That's your job. | read the 
magazines, and you guys are 
always putting stuff in historical per- 
spective. | do know that for nearly 20 
years, I’ve been one of the most 
consistently successful wrestlers 
wherever I’ve competed. | can tell 
you | don’t lose any sleep over what 
| haven't done in my career. 
Besides, there’s more to life than 
wrestling.” 


There certainly 
is, and Steamboat 
seems to have a 
firm grasp on all 
of it. He is happily 
married to a beau- 
tiful, supportive 
wife and has a 
lovely son. He 
owns a fitness 
center in North 
Carolina that will 
take care of him 
when he is no 
longer able to 
take care of him- 
self in the ring. 
And through it all, 
he has remained 
the same person. 
What other wrest- 
ler with Steam- 
boat’s longevity 
can say he has 
| always been a fan 
favorite? 

“That's very im- 
portant to me,” 
Steamboat said. “I 
know the fans 


identify with that, and | appreciate 
that. But that is something | do for 


F 


myself and my son. | have to look 
in the mirror every morning and | 
want to be able to do that without a 
critical eye. | also feel responsible 
to set a good example for Ricky. 
What will he think if he turns on the 
TV one day and sees me attacking 
Sting? | couldn’t live with that.” 

Steamboat may have to con- 
cede that his squeaky-clean, vanil- 
la image will never let him into the 
small group of the all-time greats, 
and that would be unfair. 
Greatness can’t be solely deter- 
mined by titles. If it were, Dan 
Marino and Barry Bonds would be 
excluded from the inner circles in 
their sports. Charisma shouldn’t be 
the sole barometer either, unless 
you want to revoke Hank Aaron's 
membership in baseball's Hall of 
Fame. 

Greatness should be based on 
personal achievement within one’s 
era, and with that as the measuring 
stick, Rick Steamboat has very few 
equals. For almost two decades, 
he has remained at the top of his 
profession with his own quiet, 
unwavering skill, style, and grace. 
And not many have been able to 
do that. | 


What has made “The Dragon” so successful in the ring for nearly two decades? 


Among other things, hard work. Whereas other wrestlers focus on their Images, 
Steamboat concentrates on keeping his body in shape. 
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(Editor’s note: The opinions ex- 


pressed in this column are those of 
the letter writers and Eddie Eliner 
himself. They do not necessarily 
reflect the editorial views of this 


magazine.) 


NNETTE THORSTENSON, 
Arnrr mother of three, Albert 

Lea, Minnesota, has asked if I 
would obtain for her an autographed 
shirt belonging to Hulk Hogan. She wants 
to auction it off at a local cancer 
fundraiser. 

In a long, rambling letter noteworthy 
for its loopy penmanship, grammatical 
errors, and spelling mistakes, Annette 
describes her family’s courageous battle 
against the deadly disease that claimed 
‘her father’s life and threatens her 10- 
year-old sister. She provides phone num- 
bers of her mother and the director of her 
local cancer chapter, so I may verify the 
information. 

1 have no doubt Mrs, Thorstenson is 
telling the truth, Even the lowliest reader 
would not spin such terrible lies for a 
lousy T-shirt. So if you're reading, Hulk 
Hogan, | implore you to drop a shirt 
Annette’s way, in care of this magazine, 

Now let me warn the rest of my audi- 
ence: This is not Top-40 radio. 1 don’t 
take requests. For every genuine query 
come 12 from psychos seeking a lock of 
Sting's hair for a love potion, or one of 
Cactus Jack’s used jockstraps (the imagi- 
nation reels). If you want it, go to the 
source, I can’t help you. 
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If you wish to 
contribute to 
Ellner’s mailbag, 
send your letters to: 


TOP ROPE 
Box 956 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Dear Eddie, 

There are female role models in 
wrestling for girls to admire. Luna 
Vachon, Tammy Fytch, and Missy 
Hyatt are excellent managers who 
look after their men with their brains, 
and happen also to be beautiful. | 
hate Alundra Blayze, Sensational 
Sherri, and “Dirty White Girl” 
Kimberly. They are letdowns to their 
gender. On the subject of sexy male 
wrestlers, I’d be happy to share my 
time with Shawn Michaels, Bret Hart, 
Steve Austin, Mary Jannetty, Scott 
Steiner, etc. If you can put me in touch 
with them, | would be very happy. 

CAROLINE WATTS 
Leamington Spa, England 


Can Scott Steine f 
wrestler? That's what a lady fro 


me. And | thought the French were 


Dear Caroline, 

Aren’t we quite the party girl? 
| count five men, not counting et 
ceteras. Should | get them all 
together, or do you want to be 
fed one at a time? 

You claim to admire women 
who use their “brains.” Let’s be 
real—if Missy Hyatt was smarter 
than Einstein and looked like 
him, not a single wrestler would 
have anything to do with her. 
The bald hypocrisy of closet 
sluts as yourself is mindbog- 


gling. 


Dear Eddie, 

Can you please explain how 
Hulk Hogan received a World title 
match with Ric Flair before he 
wrestled a single match in WCW? 
Aren't wrestlers supposed to earn 
title matches? By accepting the 
match, win or lose, Hogan showed 
disrespect to those wrestlers who 
have earned their title matches the 
hard way. 

GREG GARLAND 
Waldorf, MD 
Dear Greg, 

How does the boss’ son jump 
from the mailroom to the vice 
presidency? Why did your girl- 
_ friend leave you for an 
unemployed biker in 
prison? Whoever said life 
was fair didn’t expect us to 
believe him. Hogan is the 
800-pound gorilla in every 
way except skill (a gorilla 
has more moves and hair). 
As long as he’s active, he 
| can challenge whomever he 
wants, whenever he wanis. 


| Dear Eddie, 
| The Megapowers used to 
| be my favorite tag team. Do 
| you think Hulk Hogan and 
| Randy Savage are still 
| friends? 
BRIAN RICHMAN 
Melbourne, FL 


(Continued on page 60) 


COLOSSUS 


THE WORD IS OUT, WRESTLING FAN! CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY 

HAS BEEN WRESTLING'S HOTTEST GAME FOR NINE BIG YEARS! 

NEED SOME REASONS WHY? CHECK THESE OUT: 

. THE GWF IS A REALISTIC FEDERATION! Old wrestlers retire, new 

wrestlers enter, there are even managers! Just like a real-life wrestling 

federation, the GWF is always changing! New game editions come 

out regularly! 

YOU'RE THE HEAD PROMOTER! You sign the matches, set up super- 

cards, and have tournaments for the belts! 

. THE FANS LOVE IT! What other wrestling game has inspired interna- 

tional fan clubs and yearly game conventions? 

_ IT'S EASY TO PLAY! Champions of the Galaxy is not a complicated 

game. Just use the wrestler cards, dice, and action charts! 

- YOU CAN CREATE YOUR OWN WRESTLERS! Special game cards 

allow you to create wrestlers and pit them against superstars of the 

future! 

YOU CAN PLAY ALONE OR WITH FRIENDS! Either way is fun! 

MATCHES TAKE PLACE IN REAL TIME! A match might take five sec- 

onds or a half hour! 

8. THE WRESTLERS ARE REAL PEOPLE! Description Booklets will tell you 
about each wrestler, including their friends and their biggest feuds! 

9. THERE'S NO WRITING OR COMPUTATIONS! The game is nonstop 
action. 

10. METALHEAD SAYS SO! It kicks butt! 
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! Check the box for the game editions you want to order: i] 
! [] CHAMPIONS OF THE GALAXY. FIRST-TIME BUYERS — HERE'S WHERE TO START! Please send the game editions l|'ve marked to: ! 
i First edition, Features Star Warrior and Thantos. Includes everything you'll need to play the i] 
1 game, such as dice, action charts, instruction booklet, and 24 wrestler playing cards. Name ! 
t Games should be bought in order, beginning with this edition .......... . $13.00 Total. Ad eae aan, ae 
1 [1 INVASION 2088. Features Bishop Hell .........-... 0.0.0. 000-.----. $10.00 Total. gress ___ ——-—— 4 
: (] INVASION 2089. Features the Galactic Punisher. ......... ........§10,00 Total. City/State/Zip —_—_——— —— | 

() INVASION 2090. Features Cosmic Forces. ......................... $10.00 Total. i 
! [) WAR GAMES 2091. Features Mayhem. ................-.--. -_-- 10.00 Total, | Mail this coupon with a Allow up to 4 weeks 
' [] WAR GAMES 2092. Features Chaos. .......0. 000.000 cece cee $10.00 Total, | feck or money order to for delivery. 1 
' [) WAR GAMES 2093. Features Alpha Force. 0.0... 0c cee -$10.00 Total. I Filsinger Games Write to Filsinger 4 
' [) SUDDEN DEATH 2094. Features the New Order. .... eM PS eRe . $10.00 Total. P.O. Box 3493 Games for a free 1 
' [] SUDDEN DEATH 2095. Features Raven................000000---- 0 $10.00 Total. i es flier containing ' 
‘ [] REVOLUTION 2096. Features Vengeance. ...........0...... 002005 $10.00 Total. Jamestown, NY 14702-3493 more information i] 

[] REVOLUTION 2097. Features Holocaust. ...........,..... _.... $10.00 Total. t 
1 [1] REVOLUTION 2098. Features Colossus. 5... sip ndtotal, | ese ese ee cers eee eae ee 
t BEST DEALS — First-time buyers — Get more for your money Ail forerge: veders. must be paid forint US currency Overseas orde1s- add an ! 
I C) 2 game editions for $20 — SAVE $ 3 C] 4 game editions for $35 — SAVE $ 8 iditonal 54" tor pastage and handing New York orders.add 7" sales tax © 
I Cj All 12 game editions for $79 — SAVE $44 ; 


“REALISTIC, FAST-PACED AND 


EASY-TO-PLAY.” 
— Pro Wrestling Spotlight Weekly 


“PLAYS LIKE A TRUE WRESTLING 


PROMOTION. All you armchair bookers 


will have a lot of fun with this!” 
— Mat Marketplace 
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WRESTLING GAME 


GWEF Feud 
COLOSSUS 


vs 
METALHEAD 


Colossus is an awesome reminder 
that wrestling of the future will 
have Intriguing new twists! Can 
anyone defeat a half-man, half- 
cyborg fighter? Metalhead Says 

he ll try! Everybody hates Metalhead 
His behavior at ringside makes _ 
Beavis and Butthead seem like nice 
little boy scouts! Hurry wrestling 
fan! Order Champions of the 
Galaxy today! 
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METALHEAD 


THE BIGGEST sTAns 
THE GREATEST MATCHES! 
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MADUSA’S CHAMPIONSHIP WORKOUT 
Are you FlT—Feminine, Intelligent, and Tough? If so, Madusa Miceli’s fitness video is for 
you! Based on the training methods used by professional kickboxers and martial artists, 
this tape provides you with a total-body aerobic workout that can’t be beat! You'll gain 
confidence, improve coordination, tone up hips and thighs, and relieve stress. What are 
you waiting for?! Approx. 65 minutes. $9.95. 


RICK RUDE: RAW! 

The “Ravishing One” is highlighted in this spectacular program, beginning with Rude's 
return to WCW at Halloween Havoc '91 and showcasing such major events as his Clash of 
the Champions XVII battle with Sting, his SuperBravd I! and Beach Blast 92 wars with Rick 
Steamboat, his Halloween Havoc ‘92 battle with Masa Chono, and his King of Cable tour- 
nament final versus Sting. Approx. 30 minutes. $12.95. 


STING: DEADLY VENOM (pictured) 

Packed with highlights of the “Stinger’s” greatest moments! See his Great American Bash 
9) chain match with Nikita Koloff, his SuperBrawl I! WCW World title victory over Lex 
Luger, his amazing Beach Blast ‘92 brawl with Cactus Jack, grueling battles with Big Van 
Vader at SuperBrawl III and Starrcade ’92, the Halloween Havoc '92 pole match with Jake 
Roberts, War Games action, and more! Approx. 30 minutes. $12.95. 


THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR (pictured) 

Experience the awesome power of The Ultimate Warrior as he battles Papa Shango, 
Skinner, and Brian Knobs! Watch him team with The Undertaker to take on Shango and 
Berzerker! And no Warrior tape would be complete without his stirring WWF World title 
victory over Hulk Hogan at WrestleMania VI—voted 1990 Match of the Year by Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated readers! Approx. 60 minutes. $12.95 


WRESTLEMANIA’S GREATEST MATCHES 

WrestleMania is the premier event on the pay-per-view calendar, and Volume I! of the 
official WrestleMania series includes some absolutely stunning action: Hulk Hogan vs. 
Randy Savage from WrestleMania V, Brutus Beefcake vs. Curt Hennig from WrestleMania 
VI, The Nasty Boys vs. The Hart Foundation from WrestleMania Vil, and Randy Savage vs. 
Ric Flair from WrestleMania Vill. Approx. 60 minutes. $12.95. 


WWF WRESTLING’S HOTTEST MATCHES 

Your VCR will be smoking after these action-packed bouts: Randy Savage vs. Irwin R. 
Schyster, “British Bulldog” Davey Boy Smith (seconded by Bret Hart) vs. “Mr. Perfect” 
Curt Hennig (managed by John Tolos), The Mountie & The Nasty Boys vs. Roddy Piper & 
The Bushwhackers, and Bret Hart vs. Irwin R. Schyster! Wrestling action doesn't get any 
wilder—or hotter!—than this! Approx. 60 minutes. $12.95. 
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YES, | would like to order the video(s) | have indicated below. | have enclosed a check or 
money order made payable to London Publishing, or provided my credit card information to 


charge my purchase. 


Name _ = = 
Address : Apt# 
 ——— —__ State, - — slip 


Cl Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing) 


D VISA MasterCard 

Vitti ore Se wees 

Expiration Date: /___ 

MO / YR 
Signature: = 
THLE QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL 

|MADUSA'S WORKOUT =| | $ 9.95 

| RICK RUDE: RAW! | $12.95 

“STING: DEADLY VENOM, | $12.95 | 

THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 5 

| WRESTLEMANIA MATCHES | $12.95 

| WWE HOTTEST MATCHES [$12.95 =r 
SUBTOTAL: | | 


PENNSYLVANIA RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX: 

$3 PER VIDEO SHIPPING & HANDLING IN U.S./CANADA: 

$5 PER VIDEO SHIPPING AND HANDLING OUTSIDE U.S./CANADA: 
TOTAL ENCLOSED: 


SEND TO: 

LONDON PUBLISHING Co. 
Box 956 

Ft. Washington, PA 19034 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. International money orders in U.S. funds only. All videos are VHS and NTSC system compatible 
only. PAL systems ore no} compatible, All tapes carry o 100% money back quarantee agoinst defects only. If tope is defac- 
five, please return it with o note specifying the defect. 
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TATAN KA suries 
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ARTS OF THE FANS: 


Not long ago, Tatanka was arguably the 9B Eddie Eliner 


WWE's most popular wrestler. Today, HE TURNING POINT, if you believe inside 
7 a sources, was not the lure of Ted DiBiase’s easy 
virtually everyone In the federation money. The seeds of what led the warrior 


Tatanka to turn ranks and embrace rulebreaking were 


despises him. What caused his sudden planted months ago, during what should have been the 
change? It's not what you might think biggest celebration of his career. 


MAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 
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WWF kingpin Vince McMahon orchestrated a tele- 
vised “Indian” ceremonial ritual to celebrate Tatanka’s 
success. It was never clear what kind of ritual it intended 


to celebrate. For the occasion, McMahon wheeled out 
former WWF Indian chiefs Jay Strongbow and Wahoo 


McDaniel to attend. That Strong- 
bow, McDaniel, and Tatanka 
were from three different tribes 
made no difference to McMahon, 
nor was there anything particu- 
larly ritualistic about the pro- 
ceedings—except for the heavily commercialized 
atmosphere. 

Though Tatanka accepted the strange honors, he 
was, in fact, horrified and embarrassed. “Tatanka was 
misled about the entire ceremony,” a friend said. “He 
thought members of his own tribe [Pembroke of North 
Carolina] would be there. He thought his own people 
would preside. It was clear McMahon paid little atten- 
tion to accuracy. He was only interested in the publicity.” 
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Tatanka spoke to Strongbow and McDaniel, and was 
left with a less-than-rosy picture of what happens to cer- 
tain wrestlers in the WWF. 

“Strongbow was the most loyal wrestler Vince 
McMahon ever had,” said Tatanka’s friend. “And for all 
his loyalty to the federation, he never received a single 
title shot.” 

At the time of the ceremony, Tatanka was rumored to 
be in line for a series of title matches. Months after the 
ceremony, he was still waiting. During that time, he 
became convinced that he, like Strongbow, would be 
overlooked for a title shot. 

“Tatanka is very proud,” his 
friend adds. “He absorbs gen- 


For weeks, Tatanka had been 
charging that Lex Luger was in 
the employ of Ted DiBiase. At 
SummerSlam 94, the truth came 
out that it was the other way 
around! Tatanka won the match, 
then capped his turn to rule- 
breaking by assaulting Luger. 


erations of insults to his people. He wants the belt so he 
can be a role model for Native Americans. And now, he 
doesn’t care how he gets it.” 

Enter Ted DiBiase. With the entire wrestling world 
waiting for DiBiase to lure Lex Luger into his fold, it was 
Tatanka whom the “Million-Dollar Man” really coveted. 
That became an open book at SummerSlam ’94. 

According to insiders, DiBiase considers Luger dam- 
aged goods. He wanted Tatanka all along. His interest in 
Luger was just a decoy to throw the media and promot- 


ers off the track. 

It worked. Never in recent memory has the wrestling 
world been so shocked by a defection. No one expected 
this Indian to rebel. 

“When Tatanka attacked Luger and shook DiBiase’s 


hand, the United Center [in Chicago] fell silent,” said 
PWI’s Bill Apter, who attended the card. “It was really 
something to see. Tatanka was the last person you’d ever 
expect to turn. He must have been half-crazy to fall for 
DiBiase’s charm.” 

The consensus of wrestling opinion-makers is that his- 
tory is repeating itself—a white man tricks a Native 
American into a very, very bad deal. A spokesman for 
DiBiase insists Ted has no ulterior motive. 

“It’s ridiculous in this day and age to think a manager 
can control a wrestler,” said a source at the gym in 
which DiBiase’s wrestlers train. “Ted takes great care of 
his wrestlers. Tatanka will be treated no differently than 
the rest of them. He wants to get Tatanka a title shot. 
It’s all business with Ted. If he didn’t believe he could 
turn Tatanka into a superstar, he wouldn’t bother. 
Don’t worry about him—he’ll be well compensated for 
his efforts.” 

“DiBiase wants to surround himself with more 
expendable flesh. He’s paying for a bodyguard, that’s 
all,” said Apter, who has known Tatanka since his rook- 
ie year, 1990. “Tatanka wants a title shot so bad he has 
convinced himself that DiBiase is the man who'll get it 
for him. He’s selling his soul for something he probably 
was in line for anyway.” 

But was he? A look at Tatanka’s probable opponents 
had he remained a fan favorite included the rulebreaking 
Bob Backlund, Kwang the Ninja, and Abe “Knuckleball” 
Schwartz. Hardly the fast track to title glory. Having 
turned rulebreaker, Tatanka can now expect a lengthy 
and bloody series of battles with Luger. Should he dom- 
inate, Tatanka would be a leading contender to take on 
current World champion Bret Hart. 

It’s a peculiar path for a wrestler who was so loved 
by his fans, but one that reflects a growing dilemma for 
many pro wrestlers: These days, nice guys don’t finish 
first. 

“Tatanka still loves his fans,” assures a friend not con- 
nected with the sport. “But he has to take care of busi- 
ness. He’s not wrestling for selfish reasons. He sends 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Brian Lee pummels Robert Gibson of The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. When Lee 
was a rulebreaker under the guidance of Tammy Fytch, he and Chris 
Candido regularly battled the Rock ’n’ Rolls. 


JNDERTAKER 
BRIAN LEE 


Rr LEE ONCE was a popular fan favorite in Smoky Mountain until he chose to lend his services to 
manager Tammy Fytch. At her instigation, he turned against old friend Tracey Smothers and regained 
the Smoky Mountain title he had held before becoming a rulebreaker. 

Lee and Fytch terrorized SMW, nastily feuding with “Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony. Tag team suc- 
cess also came Lee’s way when he joined Chris Candido to capture the promotion’s tag team belts. 

Then Lee began spending an increasing amount of time away from SMW. He also experienced trou- 
ble in the federation. In a span of four days, he and Candido lost, regained, then lost again the tag team 
title to The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. That led to a falling-out with Fytch, who blamed Lee for the loss of the 
belts. 

On his own again, Lee is feuding with ex-partner Candido and vowing to run Fytch out of SMW. 

Senior Writers Chris Bernucca, Eddie Ellner, and Andy Rodriguez traveled to Johnson City, Tennessee, 
to speak with Lee about the events swirling around his head. 


BRIAN LEE: I’m glad you guys 
are here. In the past I’ve been 
pretty distrustful of the press, but 
I’ve got a few things to get off my 
chest. 

EDDIE ELLNER: In other words, 
you’re using us. 

CHRIS BERNUCCA: Hey, let 
him use us, as long as we get a decent 
interview. 

ANDY RODRIGUEZ: Agreed, | 
think. Anyway, Brian, how does it feel 
to be feuding with the woman with 
whom you worked so closely for a 
year? 

LEE: It feels perfectly natural, 
after the way she double-crossed 
me. Fytch blamed me when 
Candido and | lost the tag belts to 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express. Said 
the loss was my fault entirely. 
Well, I’m willing to shoulder a 
share of the blame, but to pin the 
whole thing on me is a joke. 

ELLNER: She has a 
point. You’re the veteran. 
Candido relied on you. It 
was up to you to watch 
his back. 

LEE: Get real, 
Ellner. Candido’s no 
babe in the woods. 
He’s as sick and twist- 
ed as | was. We were a 
team. Teams win to- 
gether and lose to- 
gether. Tammy was 
part of that team, too. 
When we lost, she 
couldn’t stand thinking 
she did a thing wrong, 
so she made me the scapegoat. 
That’s just the kind of person she 
is. 

BERNUCCA: Why did you hook 
up with her in the first place? 

LEE: Good question (laughs). 
Honestly, | really thought she’d 
be good for my career. I’d always 
been/wary of managers, but this 
gal seemed to know what she was 
talking about. Looking back, it’s 
obvious she put one over on me, 
but at the time | fell for her act. 
Fytch convinced me that the only 
way | could succeed was to repu- 
diate my past. So that’s what | 
did, and for a long time there, | 


was successful. Now I realize that 
that success came at a very high 
price, way too high. 

RODRIGUEZ: Are you talking 
about losing the friendships of people 
like, say, Tracey Smothers? 

LEE: Absolutely. Before | met 
Fytch, Tracey and I were good 
friends. Now you can forget about 
all that. Maybe we can talk now; | 
don’t know. It’ll be hard, after all 
that’s gone down. I’m glad | final- 
ly saw the light about Fytch. 

BERNUCCA: How about Tony 
Anthony? You two waged an incredi- 
ble feud for quite some time. 

LEE: “Dirty White Boy” and I 
had some truly wild matches! It’s 
kind of funny, ’cause when I was a 
fan favorite before hooking up 
with Tammy, Tony was a crazed 
rulebreaker. Remember when he 
claimed to hail from New York 
City? Then our attitudes changed 


“Fytch doesn’t give a damn 
about me or anyone else 
she manages. All she cares 
about is making herself 
look good. She promotes 
herself as some sort of 
heroine for women, but 
she’s anything but.” 


almost simultaneously. If 
Tony wants to be friendly 
with me, he’s welcome 
now that Fytch is out of 
my system. 

ELLNER: You seem to 
be blaming her more than 
yourself. Whatever hap- 
pened to _ individual 
responsibility? Or are you 
that naive? 

LEE: Ellner, | don’t need a 
lecture on responsibility from 
you. 

BERNUCCA: Especially from 
him. When's the last time you met a 

(Continued on page 48) 


Ouch! A pained Hulk Hogan grasps his knee after being 
attacked by a mysterious masked man during Clash of the 
Champions XXVII. Hogan was taken to the hospital, and it 
seemed as if he’d miss his title match against Ric Flair. 


ASTONISHING 
CONFESSIONS! 
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The attack on Hulk Hogan at Clash of the Champions hurt his 


enormous ego almost as much as it did his knee. An eyewitness 


exclusive obtained by PWI reveals where the term “Hulkamaniac” 


may have originated! 


By Chris Bernucca 


Hogan as the ambulance wailed through the 

streets of Cedar Rapids, lowa, headed for the 
hospital. Yes, the knee hurt. It hurt like hell. But the 
pain was not responsible for the contortions on 
Hogan’s face. 

“What happened, Jimmy?” Hogan screamed at his 
manager and friend, Jimmy Hart. “How could you let 
this happen? You’re my manag- 
er! You're supposed to be look- 
ing out for me!” 

No one from Pro WRESTLING 
ILLUSTRATED was in the ambu- 
lance that took Hogan to the hos- 
pital after he was attacked by a 
mysterious man in a black outfit 
at Clash of the Champions. The 
vehicle carried Hogan, longtime 
friends Hart and _ Brutus 
Beefcake, WCW announcer Eric 
Bischoff, and a pair of emer- 
gency medical technicians. While 
none of the wrestling personali- 
ties would say what happened in 
the ambulance, PWI has 
obtained a paraphrased account. 
None of the other occupants of 
the ambulance would confirm or 
deny what took place, but let’s 
just say emotions were on high, 
particularly from Hogan. 

“He was impossible to diagnose,” said one of the 
technicians, who was promised anonymity in exchange 
for his story. “Hulk wouldn’t keep still, and we couldn't 
give a preliminary diagnosis to the doctors at the hospi- 
tal. He seemed more concerned with his friends that 
had let him down and his future than the extent of his 


TT ese WAS ANGUISH on the face of Hulk 


injury. | saw a side of him that | never knew existed.” 

Hogan was apparently livid at Hart and Beefcake, 
blaming them for the attack along with Doug Dellinger, 
head of WCW security. He questioned the skills of the 
technicians and told Bischoff to get out of the ambu- 
lance while it was moving. Anyone offering encourage- 
ment or sympathy was met with another tirade from 
Hogan, who saw his title and fame slipping away. 

“How did Dellinger get his job?” Hogan said. “A blind 
man could do better at security than him! Brutus, what 


The “Hulkster” returned to the arena, and held off a frantic challenge from Flair and his 
figure-four leglock. While Hogan lost by countout, thus keeping his WCW World title, 
et gomedia! under such adversity was a victory. 


were you doing out there? | don’t trust security that 
doesn’t work for me! You’re supposed to have my 
back! These guys don’t have any idea what it’s like to 
be Hulk Hogan! Bischoff, who gave Dellinger his job? 
They should both be fired!” 

“He was looking to lay blame,” said the technician. 
“He even questioned my partner’s driving ability. 
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Meanwhile, the guy is on the two-way [radio], trying to 
give the hospital a preliminary diagnosis, but he can’t, 
because Hogan won't sit still long enough for me to 
look at his knee. He was uncooperative and disruptive. 
You got the sense that things rarely went wrong in this 
guy’s life, and when they did, he didn’t know how to 
handle it, because other people had always handled 
problems for him.” 

As the ambulance continued en route to the hospital, 
arguing between Hogan and Hart centered around the 
title match against Ric Flair scheduled for later that 
evening. Although no one knew the extent of Hogan’s 
injury, Hart was resigned to forfeiting the match instead 
of risking further damage. When he told Hogan he was 
going to seek a postponement, his wrestler exploded 
again. 

“Are you crazy, Jimmy?” Hogan said. “Are you nuts? 
We're getting this thing looked at, then we’re going 
back to the [Five Seasons] arena! |’ll wrestle Flair on 
one leg if | have to! We all know he was behind this, 
and we can’t let him get away with it! You know that, 
and | know that! 

“If we sit in the hospital all night, he’ll have that 
crowd all to himself. We’re going back there, even if | 
have to crawl! This is my night in my federation, and I'll 
be damned if Ric Flair is going to take it away from 
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—Ambulance 
technician 


Hogan was hurting, but ignored doctor’s orders and fought 
Flair that night. The “Nature Boy” took advantage of Hogan's 
condition and inflicted further damage on his knee. 


me!” 

Cooler heads prevailed, and Hart, Beefcake, and the 
technician finally were able to calm the “Hulkster.” The 
preliminary diagnosis was that Hogan had not suffered 


and severely damaged psyche was hurting most. 

“lve had nine-year-olds in much worse condition 
who were better behaved in my ambulance,” said the 
technician. “Now that I’ve met him up close, Hogan isn’t 
the same as he once was in my mind. He’s erratic.” 

There was one more exchange in the ambulance 
before it arrived at the hospital, although Hogan wasn’t 
talking to anyone in particular. 

“| can’t keep this up forever,” Hogan said. “People 
want so much, they demand so much, sometimes | just 
want to say, ‘Forget it.’ You know what | mean, guys? 
Sometimes it’s tough being Hulk Hogan, and right now 
is one of those times.” 

Hogan wrestled against doctor’s orders that night, 
and while retaining the title, suffered further damage to 
the knee. But his image as a winner and good guy, 
always carefully cultivated, may have suffered substan- 
tial harm. ia 


When Hogan hurt most, Sting entered the ring to check on 
his friend’s condition (above). Meanwhile, Flair and Sherri 
Martel took Hogan’s title belt and showed it to fans, certain it 
would soon be the “Nature Boy’s” (right). 


any severe ligament damage, although X-rays at the 
hospital would have to confirm that. Perhaps the good 
news put Hogan at ease, because his tone changed 
dramatically. 

“He became a different person,” said the technician. 
“It was spooky, like Jekyll and Hyde. | see a lot on this 
job and one of the things | don’t like is a patient who 
has mood swings like that. You never know what’s 
next.” 

Hogan apologized to Hart and Beefcake. “Sorry, 
guys,” he said. “I just want Flair so bad tonight | can 
taste it. Jimmy, we’re still gonna wrestle tonight, broth- 
er. If the doctor says there’s no damage, then we’re 
going back to the arena. And | need you both there for 
me, because right now | don’t feel like Hulk Hogan.” 

There was no talk of the “Hulkamaniacs” who had 
helped make Hogan so popular. There was none of the 
camaraderie between the longtime friends in the ambu- 
lance. Just the wail of the sirens, as traffic parted way 
for one of the greatest wrestlers—and egos—in history. 
Hogan may have had a knee injury, but his bruised ego 
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WANTS\ONE MAN 


WWE WORLD WOMEN’S 
CHAMPION ALUNDRA 
BLAYZE DESPERATELY 
WANTS TO BE RANKED 
IN THE “PW! 500,” BUT 
CAN’T GET HER WISH 
UNLESS SHE CAN BEAT 
A MALE WRESTLER. 
TROUBLE IS, THE 
FEDERATION WON’T 
GIVE HER THAT 
CHANCE 


By V.J. Paterno 

Te MARINES ARE always looking for “a few 
good men.” Alundra Blayze needs only one, 
thank you. One man she can put her arms 

around tightly ... 

No doubt many males would quickly volunteer to 
serve the attractive WWF World Women’s champion. 
But most would soon scatter after learning what she 
then had in mind: Throw him to the canvas for an easy 
pin! 

Nothing against romance, mind you, but the prag- 
matic Blayze has another goal. She wants to be ranked 
in the “PW/ 500,” and knows the only way she can get 
there is to beat a male opponent. Preferably one who's 
already in the survey. 

Blayze is the best woman wrestler on this continent, 
arguably the best in the world. She’s come a long way 
from her days as AWA champion six years ago, when 
she was more renowned for her looks than for the qual- 
ity of her wrestling. 

But it gnaws at her that for all her dominance since 
winning the revived WWF belt last December, she 
couldn’t earn a spot in the fourth annual survey that 


Alundra Blayze has dominated = 
women’s wrestling ‘throughout 
1994, but friends say that’s not 
enough for her. She wants to be 
ranked in the “PW/ 500,” and 
knows she can reach that goal 
by beating a male opponent. 


appeared in our December ’94 issue. It's even more 
frustrating to her because a woman has already been 
ranked. Miss Texas broke ground in 1993, placing 
number 483. And few would rate Texas in Blayze’s 
class. However, she had beaten a ranked male 
wrestler—Jamie Dundee—while in the USWA, and was 
even in the federation’s rankings. (Texas has been 
inactive in recent months.) 

“That was the key,” Publisher Stu Saks says. “We 
wouldn’t have ranked Miss Texas had she not beaten 
at least one man. | don’t want to seem sexist, since 
Blayze is a terrific wrestler. But how can we rank her 
among men if she hasn’t wrestled any of them, much 
less beaten one? It’s apples and oranges.” 

Senior Editor Bill Apter disagrees. “I would’ve put 
Alundra fairly high up in the “500”. With her martial arts 
skills, she’d give many a male wrestler a tough outing, 
especially the smaller ones. What does she have to 
prove? And suppose she had faced and beaten Miss 
Texas? Would that have assured her a ranking?” 

So while Blayze is battling Japanese star Bull 
Nakano and old nemesis Luna Vachon, she’d also like 
to face one of the WWF’s male wrestlers. She knows 
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When Blayze was known as Madusa 
Miceli in WCW, she had her share of run- 
ins with men. She humbled former asso- 
ciate Paul E. Dangerously (above), for 
whom she had earlier attacked fan 
favorites like Rick Steamboat (right). 


that to some people, 100 straight victories over the 
brawny Nakano means less than a single triumph over 
the WWF's bottom-rated man. 

“Alundra talks about it every now and then,” a feder- 
ation fan favorite said. “No, she’s not looking to face 
[World champion] Bret Hart or [Intercontinental champ] 
Razor Ramon. | think she has someone in mind like 
The Kid or [Sparky] Plugg, lighter guys who wouldn't 
overpower her. She might even settle for a preliminary 
wrestler, as long as he’s in the ‘500.’ 

Facing a foe of the opposite sex wouldn’t be new to 
the spirited Blayze. During her WCW days as Madusa 
Miceli, she wasn’t allowed to officially wrestle but occa- 
sionally attacked male stars like Rick Steamboat and 
Sting as part of Paul E. Dangerously’s Dangerous 
Alliance. Later, she pulverized Dangerously himself at 
Halloween Havoc ’92 after a falling-out. Fans loved it. 

“Madusa, Alundra, whatever, is one tough lady, 
though I’m not sure | should call her a lady!” says 
Dangerously, now in ECW. “I could see her beating 
some of those wimps in the WWF. She’d have trouble 
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against our ECW men, though.” He paused. “Well, 
maybe she could beat Donn E. Allen [this year’s num- 
ber 500].” 

Yet Blayze probably will never get the chance to 
wrestle a WWF male. 

“| simply don’t foresee Alundra getting a match 
against a man in the WWF,” federation expert Thomas 
Pilliard said. “While Blayze beating a guy might do 
wonders for her, it would be more than offset by the 
humiliation the man she beat would suffer. Any man in 
the WWF who wrestled Blayze would have nothing to 
gain, everything to lose.” 

Capt. Lou Albano, who suffered an indirect humilia- 
tion when his Fabulous Moolah lost to Cyndi Lauper’s 
Wendi Richter a decade ago, agreed. “Alundra’s a 
wonderful wrestler, daddy,” said the manager of The 
Headshrinkers. “Any wrestler—male or female—could 
learn something from watching her compete. But for all 
her resourcefulness and ring smarts, she doesn’t have 
the size and strength to beat a male WWF wrestler, 
certainly not one of the stars. 


“There’s no shame in that, either. Even in his prime, 
you wouldn’t have put [junior welterweight boxing 
champion] Julio Cesar Chavez up against heavy- 
weights. But that doesn’t diminish what he’s achieved 
in the ring.” 

Richter would at least like to see Blayze get the 
chance. “Like it or not—and I’m no fan of hers by any 
means—she’s holding the banner for women’s 
wrestling today,” the former WWF and AWA champ 
said. “If the WWF is worried about bruising the ego of 
the man she beat, have her face one of the prelim 
guys, or let her wrestle men on independent cards. If 
she beat a man, all us women wrestlers could walk a 
little taller. I’d love it!” 

For now, the WWF has no plan to let someone on its 
roster become Bobby Riggs to Blayze’s Billie Jean 
King. And unless Blayze can persuade a prelim guy to 
risk more than the usual embarrassment or find a way 
to wrestle outside the federation, her dream of finding 
the one man she needs will remain just that. 

And as for the fan favorite quoted earlier? “She once 
asked me if | would be interested in wrestling her, citing 
the nationwide attention it would get. She even thought 
it could headline a pay-per-view. 

“| quickly switched the conversation to a different 
subject.” 


Blayze is renowned for her — 
German waistlock suplex, and — LTV = 
would love to try itoutagainsta | 
male wrestler onthe WWF roster. 
Yet federation insiders are cer- — ‘4 
tain she’ll never get the chance. _ 
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BO Years Of Tradition Trashed to The Extreme: 


4ECWE: 


WHEE WTA THE NA 4 


Fans expecting to 

see the revival of 

the NWA tradition 
at ECW Arena 
instead saw it 


z | 


- ihe A 


Photos by Jason Ross Lavin 


shattered by new ‘<4 


By V.J. Paterno 

HE BATTLE WAS worthy of tradi- 

tion. Shane Douglas and 2 Cold 

Scorpio were engaging in a superb 
scientific match, displaying plenty of pure 
wrestling expertise. It was the type of bout 
rarely seen at ECW Arena, where 
wrestlers more frequently leap from scaf- 
folds and use frying pans as weapons. 

But then, this wasn’t your typical ECW 
card. 

The scruffy South Philadelphia venue 
was hosting a tournament to crown a new NWA champi- 
on, and Douglas and Scorpio were the finalists from an 
eight-man field. The crowd appreciated the action, but 
was obviously subdued, as if it felt somewhat out of place. 

Douglas, the reigning ECW heavyweight champion, 
finally finished off Scorpio with a belly-to-belly suplex after 
the high-flyer had missed a splash from the top rope. 
Douglas was awarded the belt, a smile beaming from his 
face as if he had just been served a fancy three-course 
dinner. 

“The Franchise” took the microphone, saluted his oppo- 
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champion Shane 
Douglas. Days later, 
ECW became 
Extreme 
Championship 
Wrestling, breaking 
away from the 
alliance of NWA 
promoters 


nent, and spoke further, citing several past 
NWA champions: “Lou Thesz ... Dory 
Funk Jr. ... Terry Funk, the man who 
never dies ... the rea/ ‘Nature Boy,’ Buddy 
Rogers, up there tonight ...” He pointed 
toward the heavens. 

Douglas went on, even mentioning Ric 
Flair, a man he despises, along with “the 
fat man himself, Dusty Rhodes,” and Rick 
Steamboat, his partner on a WCW World 
champion tag team. 

Then, out of nowhere, Douglas not only 
turned down the dinner, but threw it in the chef's face. 

He tossed the belt to the ground, saying those old 
champions could “kiss my [butt].” He said he was not the 
kind “to accept the torch that’s been passed to me from a 
federation that died—R.|.P.—seven years ago!” 

That electrified the pro-Douglas crowd, which began 
chanting “Flair is dead!” Douglas retrieved his ECW belt 
from ringside, held it up, and reaffirmed his status as ECW 
champion. “Tonight, let the new era begin!” he screamed. 
“The era of ‘The Franchise.’ The era of ECW!” 

The chant immediately changed to “ECW! ECW!” 


Douglas’ move stunned NWA 
Officials. “What happened tonight 
was a disgrace,” said NWA board | 
member Dennis Coraluzzo, promot- | 
er of the South Jersey-based | 
WWA. 

“Shane Douglas is NWA champi- 
on whether he likes it or not,” | 
Coraluzzo said. li 

All wrestlers in the tournament ; 
had signed contracts regarding title | 
defense schedules and appearance | 
stipulations beforehand. Coraluzzo t 
added that Douglas “had no right to | 
do this. Remember, ECW is an 
NWA member.” 


ECW champion Shane Douglas’ victory in an NWA title tourney 
(left) set off a chain of events that led to ECW promoter Tod 
Gordon (above, left) splitting from the NWA, infuriating WWA 
counterpart Dennis Coraluzzo (above, right). 


Not anymore. Three days later, ECW Commissioner 
Tod Gordon announced he had folded NWA Eastern 
Championship Wrestling and had created a new promo- 
tion, Extreme Championship Wrestling, which recognized 
Douglas as its initial champion. 

“We encourage any wrestler in the world today to come 
to the ECW to challenge for that belt,” Gordon said. “This 
is the ECW—Extreme Championship Wrestling—chang- 


ing the face of wrestling.” | ~ To win the belt he would later repudiate, Douglas 
So what gives? Was Douglas in cahoots with ECW to had to beat Tazmaniac, Dean Malenko, and finally 
s\ former WCW rival 2 Cold Scorpio. While not typical 
? 
embarrass the NWA% After all, Gordon and Coraluzzo of ECW action, the championship bout was a thriller 
have long waged promotional war from their respective from start to finish. 


shores of the Delaware River. And had Shane planned to ° 
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selves with the ‘Eastern’ name?” 

The spokesman added that Douglas’ outburst led 
Gordon to leave the NWA coalition. “Shane felt so 
strongly about the worth of the ECW title that we came 
to the conclusion we were now at the point where we 
could excel on our own,” he said. “If we were going to 
change our name, we might as well take the second 
step, too.” 

Left holding the bag, Coraluzzo and other NWA pro- 

moters are expected to void Douglas’ triumph, never 
} recognizing he won the belt, and hold another title tour- 
nament. They might also pursue other federations to 
join them. 
Douglas is called “The Franchise” in ECW, but Scorpio gave pie Shite heavyweigit title fo iat eu ole dees 
err a Rec ECL omship in the world of wrestling,” said a coalition 
for an NWA belt, as he was beaten by then-champ Barry spokesman. “There are plenty of independent promot- 
Se Ae ee Gee tank a ers throughout the U.S. and the world who would love to 
align themselves with the NWA.” 

But the road any future NWA 
champion may take will not pass 
through ECW Arena. 


do this all along? 

“What Shane did was defi- 
nitely spontaneous,” said 
Scorpio, who, like Douglas, is a 
WCW alumnus. “I’m an ECW 
wrestler, too, and nobody in the 
federation talked to me before 


the tourney about throwing | Douglas exults over winning the NWA belt 


: : (left), but threw it down in disgust minutes 
down the belt if | won it. And | later. He and many ECW fans despise Ric 


wouldn’t have. It means too Flair (below), who epitomized the NWA when 
much to me. Hey, this was my he held the title for much of the 1980s. 
second shot at it.” 

Scorpio was referring to a | 
narrow loss to Barry Windham 
on a Clash of the Champions 
card in 1993. Windham was 
then NWA champion, as WCW 
was part of the NWA coalition 
before withdrawing that 
September, thus throwing the 
belt into limbo. Attorney Bob 
Trobich and several promoters, 
including Coraluzzo and veter- 
an Jim Crockett, are trying to 
revive the NWA title, which has =a 
lineage dating to before World 
War I. 

An ECW spokesman denied that it had influenced any 
of its four wrestlers in the field (911 and Tasmaniac were 
the others), and said a name change had been planned 
for some time. 

“We’re running some cards in Florida, and we’re on 
cable sports channels outside the East,” he noted. “We 
have the type of action that warrants the name ‘Extreme,’ 
and we’re getting interest nationally. Why isolate our- 
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O LONGER OVERRATED and a firm fan favorite, Razor Ramon has 
N emerged as one of the best all-around wrestlers in the world ... Stands 
6'8" and weighs 287 pounds ... Extremely muscular and tough ... His 
trademarks are an ever-present toothpick in his mouth and a swagger in his 
walk ... The “Bad Guy,” as he calls himself, exudes confidence ... Is an 11- 
year veteran of the pro wars ... Ramon grew up as an Army brat ... 
Attended an American high school in Germany and later starred in basketball 
at St. Mary's College in Maryland ... Made his pro debut in 1984 as Scott 
Hall ... Was trained by Harley Race, Pat O'Connor, Rick Martel, and Curt 
Hennig ... Wrestled under the names Scott Hall, The 
Diamond Studd, and Starship Coyote ... Held the 
AWA World tag team title with Curt Hennig for 
four months in 1986 ... Has also wrestled 
in WCW, CWA, and in Japan ... Was in 
Puerto Rico in 1990, where he developed 
machismo and feuded with Miguel Perez Jr. 
.. Learned the “Diamond death drop” from 
his manager, “Diamond” Dallas Page ... 
Entered the WWF in mid-1992 as Ramon, 
renaming the death drop the “Razor's Edge” 
.. Rose in the ratings with victories over Virgil, | 
Jim Brunzell, and Tito Santana ... Developed a 


working relationship with Bobby Heenan, Ric 


Flair, and Hennig ... Claimed he, not Randy 
Savage, was the real “Macho Man” ... 
Interfered in the match when Flair regained the 
WWF World title from Savage on September 1, 
1992, in Hershey, Pennsylvania ... Attacked 
Savage after the bout, causing a serious knee 
injury ... Dominated Savage in their feud ... 
Scored a convincing victory over Savage on September 
10, 1992, although the bout was marred by Flair's outside interference. The 
entire feud, in fact, was marred by Flair’s interference ... Joined forces with 
Flair and lost by disqualificiation to Hennig and Savage at Survivor Series ‘92 
.. Continued moving up the singles ladder ... Shaken after several losses 
to Hennig, Ramon took on WWF World champion Bret Hart at the 1993 
Royal Rumble ... Hart won by submission after tying up Ramon in a “sharp- 
shooter” ... Scored a series of convincing victories over Big Bossman (now 
known as Guardian Angel) ... Also feuded with Hennig ... Tatanka substi- 
tuted for Hennig on one night and pinned Ramon ... Also suffered a damag- 
ing loss to Crush as his confidence slipped ... Battled scientific star Bob 
Backlund at WrestleMania IX ... Ramon held off an early onslaught by 
Backlund and scored the pin at 3:44 ... The victory put Ramon back on the 
title track and, for the first time, fans were on his side ... They chanted, 
“Razor! Razor!" throughout the match ... Interfered in a match between 
Hart and Lex Luger in Los Angeles ... Hart won by disqualification and 
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Luger and Ramon brawled their way back to the dressing room ... Kept 
interfering in Hart-Luger matches ... A few weeks later, Ramon suffered the 
most damaging and embarrassing loss of his career, on WWF Monday Night 
Raw ... Accepted a challenge from The Kid and was pinned in 2:11... Kid 
had suffered recent losses to Doink the Clown ... Was pinned by Bret Hart in 
the first round of the King of the Ring tournament ... Teamed with Marty 
Jannetty to defeat Shawn Michaels and Diesel at a WWF TV taping ... 
Feuded with Ted DiBiase after defending Kid at Monday Night Raw ... 
Pinned DiBiase at SummerSlam ‘93 ... Scored convincing victories over 
DiBiase and Irwin R. Schyster ... Captured the 

4 vacant Intercontinental title on September 23, 

! 1993, in New Haven, Connecticut, with 

} a win over Rick Martel ... Ramon and 
Martel were the survivors of a 20-man 

| battle royal held earlier in the card ... 

) Ramon held off an assault by rulebreak- 
ers Martel, Jacques, and Pierre to survive 

.. Then, in the title match, he pinned 
Martel following a “Razor's Edge” ... 
Scored early title-defense victories by 
countout over Schyster ... Teamed with 

| Kid, Jannetty, and Randy Savage to defeat 
\ IRS, Diesel, Martel, and Adam Bomb at 
| Survivor Series ‘93 ... Michaels returned 
| to action in December and took aim at 
| Ramon ... Defeated Schyster in a vio- 
lent ladder match ... Michaels inter- 
fered in the Ramon- IRS match at the 

~ Royal Rumble ... With referee Joey 
Marella knocked out, Ramon grabbed 
Schyster's steel briefcase and smashed him. 

Before Marella could recover, Michaels interfered and hit Ramon with his old 
|-C belt ... Ramon eventually pinned IRS, but a new feud was born with 
Michaels ... Their feud peaked in an incredible ladder match at 
WrestleMania X ... Ramon finally beat Michaels in a grueling, violent match 
that was recently named Match of the Half-Decade by The Wrestler ... But 
on April 13, Michaels helped Diesel upset Ramon for the I-C title ... Michaels 
interfered and, while Ramon was chasing him, Diesel knocked down Ramon 
with a kick to the face .. Suffered a broken nose in a King of the Ring quali- 
fying match against Kwang and had to back out of a match against Diesel 
.. Reached the finals of the King of the Ring tournament by beating Bam 
Bam Bigelow and IRS ... Lost to Owen Hart in the final when Jim Neidhart 
interfered on Hart's behalf ... With former Chicago Bears great Walter 
Payton in his corner, Ramon regained the I-C title from Diesel at 
SummerSlam ‘94 ... With his confidence and ability af an all-time high, 
expect Razor Ramon to be a dominant figure in the WWF for along time. C 
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ACHIEVEMENT ’94 
FAN POLL 


VOTE FOR THE YEAR’S BEST 
WRESTLERS AND MATCHES! 


Once again it’s time to open this magazine’s pages to wrestling’s most incisive experts: 
our readers. It’s up to you to make decisions in 11 categories for the 
Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED Achievement ’94 Awards. This is wrestling’s most important 
and prestigious fan poll. Don’t be counted out—cast your votes today! 


HE EYES OF the wrestling world again are looking to the pages of 

this magazine. Every year, in the January issue of PRO WRESTLING 

ILLUSTRATED, wrestling fans answer the sport’s most important ques- 
tions: 

Who were the best wrestlers of the past year? Who improved the most? 
Who’s been the most successful manager? The most inspiring wrestler? The 
top rookie? The most popular and the most hated? Who’s been the best tag 
team? What’s been the greatest match? The wildest feud? The most impres- 
sive comeback? And who deserves that highest of all honors: Wrestler of the 
Year? 

The answers to these questions are determined by wrestling’s true 
experts—you, the readers of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. It is up to you to 
cast your votes for the best of the past year—the PWI Achievement ‘94 
Awards. 

In this special section, descriptions of the various categories are included 
along with last year’s winners and a listing of some of this year’s top candi- 
dates, in alphabetical order. Read the descriptions and take some time to 
think about your choices for the various awards; your choices, of course, 
are not limited to the top contenders listed. Then cast your votes on the bal- 
lot provided and mail it in. It’s that easy! 

Results of the Achievement ’94 fan poll will be printed in the spectacular 
year-end double-issue of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Cover dated March 
1995, which hits the newsstands on or about December 27, 1994. In order 
for your vote to count in the awards, we must receive your ballot no later 
than December 1. 

There’s also a new and exciting way to vote this year—by phone! For 
details, see page 43. 

This is the most respected and prestigious fan poll in all of professional 
wrestling, and the results will be closely examined by fans and professionals 
alike. Every vote counts. Your voice must be heard. Fill in and mail your 
ballot today! 


ROOKIE 
OF THE YEAR 


The man you select as Rookie of 
the Year must fulfill two qualifica- 
tions: He must not have been a win- 
ner/runner-up in last year’s vote, 
and he should have yet to complete 
his second full year as a pro by the 
time December 31, 1994, rolls 
around. A vote for Rookie of the 
Year is a vote for a possible future 
superstar—and world champion. 

Top candidates for 1994: 911, 
Bryant Anderson, Frank Andersson, 
Chavo Guerrero Jr., Jesse Hennig, 
Moadib, Sparky Plugg, Abbudah 
Singh, Jungle Jim Steele, Mikey 
Whipwreck 


1993 Winner: 
Vampire Warrior 
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ACHIEVEMENT ’94 


mOWRESTLER. 
OF THE YEAR 

For Most Improved Wrestler of the 
Year, pick someone who, throughout 
1994, has worked the hardest to 
improve himself as a wrestler ... the 
man who has struggled to learn sever- 
al new maneuvers ... the man who 
has captured a major title for the first 
time in his career. He can be a rule- 
breaker or a scientific wrestler, but his 
improvement should have been con- 
siderable and notable. 

Top candidates for 1994: Johnny B. 
Badd, Chris Candido, Diesel, Shane 
Douglas, Tommy Dreamer, Doug 
Gilbert, Owen Hart, Konnan, Public 
Enemy, Razor Ramon, Lord Steven 
Regal, Sabu 


1993 Winner: 
Yokozuna 


MOST POPULAR 
WRESTLER | 
OF THE YEAR 


Popularity is self-explanatory: 
cheers, adoration, and the love of the 
wrestling fans. This is a special award 
in that the winner is a success in the 
hearts of the fans, regardless of his 
success in the ring. A wrestler (or 
team) who observes the rules, who 
respects the fans, who is a true sports- 
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man—and who receives the loudest 
cheers—is the best choice for this cat- 
egory. 

Top candidates for 1994: Tony 
Anthony, Doink the Clown, Bret Hart, 
Hulk Hogan, Cactus Jack, The Kid, 
Jerry Lawler, Lex Luger, Razor Ramon, 
Randy Savage, Rick Steamboat, Sting, 
The Undertaker 


1993 Winner: 
Lex Luger 


MOST HATED 
_WRESTLER 
OF THE YEAR 


The flip side of popularity: jeers and 
utter contempt for the public. Some 
wrestlers openly court the fans’ hatred; 
others just don’t care what they think. 
Who receives the loudest boos? Who 
has committed the most heinous acts? 
Who deserves to be banned from the 
sport? Those are considerations in 
choosing your Most Hated Wrestler of 
the Year. 

Top candidates for 1994: Arn 
Anderson, Steve Austin, Bob Back- 
lund, Bunkhouse Buck, Diesel, Ric 
Flair, The Gangstas, Owen Hart, Jerry 
Lawler, Shawn Michaels, Jim 
Neidhart, Lord Steven Regal, Big Van 
Vader 


1993 Winner: 
Jerry Lawler 


WRESTLER. 
OF THE YEAR 

The sport of wrestling is an open 
arena where an athlete’s personal and 
physical strengths and weaknesses are 
on display for all to see. Sometimes a 
wrestler comes up against a seemingly 
insurmountable obstacle in his career. 
How he deals with that roadblock— 
and whether he can turn a failure into 
a success—can offer inspiration to fans 
everywhere. 

Top candidates for 1994: Ric Flair, 
Terry Funk, The Guardian Angel, Bret 
Hart, Hulk Hogan, Roddy Piper, Razor 
Ramon, Dustin Rhodes, George South, 


Rick Steamboat, The Undertaker, 
Mikey Whipwreck 


1993 Winner: 
Cactus Jack 
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COMEBACK 
OF THE YEAR 

For only the third time, the PW/ 
Achievement Awards are including 
this category. Here’s an opportunity to 
honor a competitor who had a big 
year after suffering a long losing 
streak, being in a long period of stag- 
nation, or being out of the sport entire- 
ly. The wrestler selected for this award 
must be presently active on a full-time 
basis. 

Top candidates for 1994: Bob 
Backlund, Alundra Blayze, Diesel, 
Hulk Hogan, Ken Patera, The Under- 
taker, Larry Zbyszko 


1993 Winner: 
Lex Luger 


MANAGER 
OF THE YEAR» 


A manager's job varies depending 
on the wrestlers he or she manages. At 
one extreme, a manager offers moral 
support; at the other extreme, he or 
she can be a complex mixture of 
strategist, confidant, personal adviser, 
and business manager. Popularity or 
hatred should not come into play here. 
Your choice should be the individual 
who has the most successful stable of 
wrestlers. 

Top candidates for 1994: Capt. Lou 
Albano, Paul Bearer, Jim Cornette, 
Paul E, Dangerously, Ted DiBiase, Mr. 
Fuji, Tammy Fytch, Jimmy Hart, Col. 
Robert Parker, Harley Race, Sir 
William 


1993 Winner: 
Jim Cornette 


__ FEUD 

Every year there are wars that cap- 
ture the imagination of fans for months 
on end. The criteria are simple: Your 
choice for Feud of the Year should be 
that one continuing series of battles— 
lasting at least two months—that you 
feel has dominated the careers of the 
participants to the exclusion of all 
other activities. 

Top candidates for 1994: Tony 
Anthony vs. Brian Lee, Steve Austin vs. 
Brian Pillman, Steve Austin vs. Rick 
Steamboat, Bunkhouse Buck vs. 
Dustin Rhodes, Crush vs. Randy 
Savage, Diesel/Shawn Michaels vs. 
Razor Ramon, Ric Flair vs. Hulk 
Hogan, Ric Flair vs. Big Van Vader, 
Terry Funk vs. Sabu, Bret Hart vs. 
Owen Hart, The Heavenly Bodies vs. 
The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express, Konnan vs. 
Jake Roberts, Irwin R. Schyster vs. 
Tatanka 


1993 Winner: 
Bret Hart vs. Jerry Lawler 


_ MATCH 
OF THE YEAR 

Every wrestling fan, at one time or 
another, thinks, That was one of the 
greatest matches I’ve ever seen. If that 
happened to you in 1994, you know 
what this category is all about. The 
bout chosen as Match of the Year 
might well have historical significance 
(such as a major title change or a 
loser-leaves-town match), though that 
is not a specific requirement. 

Top candidates for 1994: January 
22: Lex Luger and Bret Hart co-win 
Royal Rumble; February 28: Terry 
Funk vs. Sabu; March 20: Bret Hart vs. 
Owen Hart; March 20: Shawn 
Michaels vs. Razor Ramon; April 17: 
Cactus Jack & Maxx Payne vs. The 
Nasty Boys; June 23: Ric Flair vs. 
Sting; June 24: Cactus Jack vs. Sabu; 
July 2: Bret Hart vs. The Kid; July 17: 
Ric Flair vs. Hulk Hogan; August 24: 
Steve Austin vs. Rick Steamboat; 
August 29: Alundra Blayze vs. Bull 
Nakano 


1993 Winner: 
Shawn Michaels vs. Marty Jannetty 


TAG TEAM 
OF THE YEAR 
The second most honored Achieve- 
ment Award. Experience, skill, and 
success all count in this category, 


though whether a team is scientific or 
rulebreaking should make no differ- 
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ence. A Tag Team of the Year should 
be more than simply a great pairing; it 
should dominate the federation in 
which it competes—and, truly, the 
sport itself. 

Top candidates for 1994: Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell & The Patriot, 
Cactus Jack & Kevin Sullivan, Chris 
Candido & Brian Lee, The Heads- 
hrinkers, The Heavenly Bodies, The 
Nasty Boys, Paul Orndorff & Paul 
Roma, PG-13, Public Enemy, The 
Quebecers, The Rock ‘n’ Roll Express, 


George South & Italian Stallion 


1993 Winner: 
Scott & Rick Steiner 


r-------------- 


OFFICIAL FAN BALLOT 


Send ballot to: ACHIEVEMENT ‘94 VOTE © c/o Pro WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


Rookie of the Year: 

Most Improved Wrestler of the Year: 
Most Popular Wrestler of the Year: 
Most Hated Wrestler of the Year: 
Inspirational Wrestler of the Year: 
Comeback of the Year: 

Manager of the Year: 


Match of the Year: 


| 
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ACHIEVEMENT ’94 


WRESTLER 
OF THE YEAR 


This is the top honor. The winner 
should have personified the essence of 
wrestling in 1994. Talent and achieve- 
ment are prerequisites. Your choice for 
Wrestler of the Year should be the best 
athlete in the sport—and the most 
accomplished of the year. 

Top candidates for 1994: Tony 
Anthony, Steve Austin, Alundra 
Blayze, Diesel, Ric Flair, Bret Hart, 
Hulk Hogan, Lex Luger, Razor Ramon, 
Sabu, Rick Steamboat, Sting 


1993 Winner: 
Big Van Vader 


Box 956 ® Fort Washington, PA 19034 


Tag Team of the Year: 


Wrestler of the Year: 


My “Unofficial Official” Award for 1994 


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: 


This extra category Pate) you to ab 
some creative work. We want you to 
come up with your own awards cate- 
gory and name the recipient of that 
award. Don’t be afraid to be out- 
landish or ridiculous—the more cre- 
ative the better! Last year, five full 
pages of “Unofficial Official” awards 
were presented, and this year, we'll 
bring them back again! 

Some awards from last year: 
Excellence Of Electrocution: Harley 
Race and his electric cattle prod ... 
Foghorn Leghorn Of Wrestling: Col. 
Robert Parker ... “I’ve Fallen And | 
Can’t Get Up”: Shockmaster ... Maybe 
His Vocabulary Will Increase To Four 
Words In 1994: Yokozuna ... New 
York Mets’ Worst Record Award: 
Virgil ... Next USWA Champion: 
Vince McMahon. 


Fe ah a Na as | 


NAME 
AGE 
STREET 
CITY 
STATE 
ZIP 


We welcome any and all suggestions you may have, or added nominations for “Unofficial Official" awards. Feel free to include extra remarks on an additional sheet of paper. 


Se SS | 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER! 


& ACHIEVEMENT '94< Oday, )« 


VOTELINE! 


For the first time ever, you can cast your ballot for the PWI Achievement ’94 Awards 
by telephone! Make your votes count in six important Achievement ’94 categories— 
or leave a recording of your very own “Unofficial/Official Award” for possible publication 
in the spectacular year-end edition of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED! 
This phone line is only open for a limited time—eall today! 


CAST YOUR VOTES IN THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES: 


...OR CREATE AND PRESENT YOUR OWN 
“UNOFFICIAL/OFFICIAL AWARD”! 


CALL TODAY 
1-900-860-1994 


CALL NOW: THIS PHONE LINE IS ONLY IN SERVICE UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1994! 


Results will be tabulated and will contribute toward the final. vote totals 
in the March 1995 year-end edition of Pro WRESTUNG ILLUSTRATED, on sale December 27! 


TF This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones 


Only 99 cents per minute. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission before dialing. 


2861/09-94 


CALIFORNIA 
LA PUENTE—Cal International Wrestling at the 
Community Center: Greg Regalado defeated 
Dixie Demon ... Stephan DeLeon & The Sadist 
beat Benson Lee & Gemini Kid ... Mr. 
Outrageous & Jason Redondo defeated 
Thunder Machine & Role Model ... Fisico 
Nuclear beat Vandal Drummond in a hair-vs.- 
mask match ... Dan Severn defeated Road 
Warrior Hawk by disqualification ... Sabu beat Al 
Snow. 
(09-11-94) 

—Nancy Hayes 


STUDIO CITY—Slammers Wrestling Federation at 
Slammers Gym: Tyrone “Big Tiny” Little pinned 
Dynamite D ... Malicious Mike defeated Sparky 
Carter ... Hombre De Oro beat Jeff Lindberg ... 
Sparky Carter & Verne Langdon defeated Jeff 
Lindberg in an anything-goes, justifiable-homicide 
match, 
(09-04-94) 

—Gregg John 


CONNECTICUT 

STAMFORD—WWF at the Tony Connors Ice Rink: 
Nikolai Volkoff beat P.J. Walker ... World 
Women's champion Alundra Blayze defeated Bull 
Nakano ,.. Doink the Clown beat Jeff Jarrett ... 
Bob Backlund defeated Mabel ... The Kid beat 


Abe “Knuckleball” Schwartz ... Lex Luger 
defeated Yokozuna. 
(08-20-94) 

—Charles Green 
FLORIDA 


WINTER HAVEN—Florida Wrestling Federation at 
Chain O'Lakes Complex: Black Assassin defeat- 
ed Super D ... “Latin Heartthrob” Lou Perez 
beat “Wild” Bill Garrett ... “Mr. Attitude” Jon 
Force & Dr. Doom defeated The Hitmen for the 
vacant tag team belts ... Jammin’ Jonnie beat 
Slick Willie (accompanied by Slippery Jim 
DeGrieze) for the unified light heavyweight title ... 
“Bad Boy” Jeff Bradley defeated Alan Iron 
Eagle ... “Outlaw” Cody Wade beat Cliff 
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arena 
reports 


Anderson in a blindfold match ... Heavyweight 
champion Al “Wild Thang” Hardimon defeated 
The Cuban Assassin by disqualification. 
(09-10-94) 

—Tom Anderson 


AUBURNDALE—UCWA at the Civic Center: 
Donny York Jr. defeated Black Sudan ... The 
Mountie beat Dennis the Menace .., Haystacks 
Calhoun Jr. defeated Sasquatch ... Brain Scan 
beat Buck Quartermaine ... The Motor City Bad 
Boyz defeated Max the Destroyer & Kevin 
Katlyn ... Tommy Wright beat The Mechanic ... 
Ned Brady defeated Jeff Bradley ... Cody Wade 
beat Billy Garrett ... Randy Fuller & Jimmy 
Watts defeated Rick Thames & Sonny T ... 
Buddy Valentine beat Billy Mac. 
(08-20-94) 

—Shannon Rose 


PLANT CITY—Plant City Wrestling Federation at 
the Auction: Freight Train Freddy defeated Billy 
Mac by disqualification ... Jason battled Jeff 
Bradley to a double-countout ... Molly McShane 
beat Dominique Jasmine ... Lou Perez defeated 
Odessa Slim. 
(08-18-94) 

—Shannon Rose 


GEORGIA 
ROSSVILLE—Tri-Star Wrestling at the TWA 
Arena: The Widowmaker & Mike Mercedes 
defeated The Ninja & Dakota Outlaw when 
Mercedes pinned Ninja ... Johnny Blaze battled 
Rawhead Rex to a no-contest ... Frank E. Lee & 
Big Bubba Humphries beat Danny Marlow & 
Gene Spurlock when Lee pinned Marlow ... 
Heavyweight champion Jimmy Sharpe defeated 
Larry Santana ... Sam & Cam Colt beat Big Tiny 
& Kenny Arden in the finals of a tournament to 
capture the vacant Tri-Star tag team title. 
(09-02-94) 

—Dewey Brooks 


ILLINOIS 
CHICAGO—WWF SummerSlam '94 pay-per-view 
at the United Center: Adam Bomb defeated 
Kwang the Ninja in a match not shown on the 
pay-per-view telecast ... Bam Bam Bigelow & 
Irwin R. Schyster defeated The Headshrinkers 
by disqualification in 6:45 ... World Women's 
champion Alundra Blayze pinned Bull Nakano in 
8:18 ... Razor Ramon pinned Intercontinental 
champion Diesel to win the title in 15:02 ... 
Tatanka pinned Lex Luger in 6:03 ... Jeff Jarrett 
pinned Mabel in 5:55... World champion Bret Hart 
defeated Owen Hart in a steel cage match in 33:21 
... The Undertaker (managed by Paul Bearer) 
pinned Evil Undertaker (managed by Ted 
DiBiase) in 9:12. 
(08-29-94) 

—Frank Rowland 


INDIANA 
INDIANAPOLIS—Championship Wrestling of 


The results in “Arena Reports” are 


culled from a month’s worth of Pro 
Wre: Illustrated Weekl 
newsletters. Readers of PWI/ Weekly 


received these results just days after 
the cards took place. If you would like 
to subscribe to PWI Weekly, see the 
ad elsewhere in this issue. If you 
would like to join professional 
wrestling’s largest network of 
correspondents, write to: “Arena 
Report” c/o Pro WrestuNne ILustRATeD, 
Box 956, Ff. Washington, PA 19034. 


America at Stout Field Armory: Victor Lewis beat 
The Cornet ... Flash Flannagan defeated Jim 
Florence ... Gary Heart beat Juan Hurtado ... 
The Home Boys defeated The Phantoms ... Mike 
Samples beat The Barroom Brawler in a strap- 
on-a-pole match. 
(09-02-94) 

—Sandra English 


INDIANAPOLIS—WWF at Market Square Arena: 
Duke “The Dumpster” Droese beat Kwang the 
Ninja ... Tatanka defeated Irwin R. Schyster ... 
Mabel beat Bam Bam Bigelow by countout ... 
The Kid defeated Pierre ... Jeff Jarrett beat 
Doink the Clown ... Lex Luger defeated The 
Barbarian ... Bret Hart & Razor Ramon beat 
Owen Hart & Jim Neidhart when Ramon pinned 
Owen ... Shawn Michaels & Diesel defeated 
World tag team champions The Headshrinkers to 
win the belts. 
(08-28-94) 

—Susan Leisen 


IOWA 
CEDAR RAPIDS—WCW’'s Clash of the 
Champions XXVII at the Five Seasons Center: The 
Nasty Boys defeated World tag team champions 
Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma in a non-title match 
when Jerry Sags pinned Orndorff ... Rick 
Steamboat pinned U.S. champion Steve Austin to 
win the title ... Dusty & Dustin Rhodes beat 
Bunkhouse Buck & Terry Funk by disqualification 
when Arn Anderson interfered ... Antonio Inoki 
defeated TV champion Lord Steven Regal in a 
non-title match ... Ric Flair beat World champion 
Hulk Hogan by countout. 
(08-24-94) 

—Michael Carpenter 


KENTUCKY 
ALBANY—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at the High 
School; Tracey Smothers defeated The Hornet ... 
Rick Morton beat Chris Candido in a hair-vs.- 
mask match ... Heavyweight champion Tony 
Anthony beat Killer Kyle ... Chris Candido 
defeated Lance Storm ... Tag team champions 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express beat The Gangstas. 
(08-25-94) 

—Millicent Gillingham 


MASSACHUSETTS 
SOMERVILLE—IWF at Anthony's Function Hall: 
Mike Hollow defeated Storm Trooper by disquali- 
fication ... Alexis Starr & Snooky Fink beat 
Brittany Brown & Rudy Rudy ... Smooth 
Operator defeated The Outpatient ... Astro Man 
beat Tim McNeeny ... Tony Roy defeated Chris 
Duffy ... The Warlord beat Bulldozer by disquali- 
fication. 
(09-10-94) 

—Ted Orr 


MINNESOTA 
RED LAKE—Pro Wrestling America at the 
Humanities Center: Kenny J pinned Randy Gusto 


.. Jerry Lynn pinned Mr. Dynamic .., The 
Punisher pinned Derrick Dukes ... Hawk pinned 
Nailz ... Sam Houston & Charlie Norris defeated 
The Storm Troopers in a best-of-three-falls 
match. 
(08-15-94) 

—Eddie Sharkey 


NEW JERSEY 
CLEMENTON—WWA at the Clementon Coliseum, 
Route 30. Mall; Jim McPherson defeated Chuck 
Sloan in a first-round match of the federation's 
junior heavyweight tournament ... Bad Attitude 
beat The Super Jocks ... The Spiders defeated 
tag team champions Duane & Wayne Gill by dis- 
qualification ... Heavyweight champ Frank 
Finnegan beat A.C. Connor & Striker (substitut- 
ing for Shasheem) in a handicap match. 
Shasheem was indefinitely suspended for missing 
the match, and his manager, Big Mac Daddy, was 
fined $500 ,.. Abdullah the Butcher defeated 
Abbudah Singh, although Abdullah was on fire for 
about a minute after being hit by fire breathed on 
him by Abbudah Singh, He suffered first- and sec- 
ond-degree burns, and later received medical 
attention at a local hospital. 
(09-10-94) 

—Timothy A. Walker 


NEW YORK 
BROOKLYN—IWCCW at Tilden Ballroom: 
Candyman defeated Swath ,.. Cousin Luke & 
Damian Stone beat Johnny Goldfinger & Metal 
Maniac ,.. Jim Powers defeated Kodiak Bear ... 
Rick Martel beat Tito Santana ... Jimmy Snuka 
defeated Tony Atlas ... Doink the Clown beat 
Greg Valentine by disqualification. 
(09-09-94) 

—Ralph Bernard 


NEW YORK—WWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Sparky Plugg defeated Quebecer Pierre ... 
Adam Bomb beat Kwang the Ninja ... The 
Heavenly Bodies defeated The Bushwhackers 
... World Women's champion Alundra Blayze beat 
Bull Nakano .,. Diesel & Shawn Michaels defeat- 
ed World tag team champions The Headshrinkers 
by disqualification ... Jeff Jarrett & Bam Bam 
Bigelow beat Mabel & Doink the Clown ... Irwin 
R. Schyster defeated Tatanka ina strap match ... 
Bret Hart & Razor Ramon beat Jim Neidhart & 
Owen Hart. 
(08-25-94) 

—Blaine Pomeroy 


NORTH CAROLINA 
MOUNT AIRY—AIWF third annual “Back To 
School Bash” at the Armory: Bobby James beat 
D.C. Queen by disqualification ... Candi Divine 
defeated Cheryl Day ... Daniel Lee, Chris 
Windham, Indian Outlaw, & The Intimidator beat 
Bad Brad, Brian Danzig, Robert Roma, & King 
Cobra when Lee pinned Danzig ... Dynamite 
Doug defeated Major Havoc in a dog-collar match 
... Jumpin’ Jimmy beat Jammer in a lumberjack 
match ... Jamie Jannetty & Pete Powers defeat- 
ed The Tennessee Violence Authority in a per- 
son-pinned-must-leave-AIWF match when Jannetty 
pinned Smilin’ Diamond Dave ... Boston Terrier 
pinned heavyweight champion Sebastian Kane to 
win the title. 
(08-27-94) 

—Dean Puckett 


ELKIN—Pro Wrestling Federation at the Armory: 
Flaming Youth won an eight-man battle royal, last 
eliminating Star Ryder ... Heavyweight champion 
Russian Assassin Ii defeated Troy Conyers ... 
Tag team champions George South & Italian 
Stallion beat Terry Austin & Austin Steele ... 
Flaming Youth defeated junior heavyweight cham- 
pion Brian Williams to win the title ... Inter- 
continental champion Cruel Connection Il beat 
Black Scorpion. 
(08-19-94) 

—Brock Chandler 


OHIO 
LIMA—Independent card at Bodyslammers Gym: 
Steve Nixon beat Lance Gunn ... Mark Mustang 
defeated Jimmy V ... Zebra Kid beat Rick Matrix 
... Mike Kelly defeated Black Scorpion ... Ric 
Austin beat Ray Roberts ... Scott D'Amore 
defeated Black Scorpion .,. Steve Nixon beat 
Tommy Wonder ... Rick Matrix defeated Lance 
Gunn .., Ric Austin beat Zebra Kid ... Rick 
Matrix defeated Ray Roberts ... Mark Mustang 
beat Steve Nixon ... Zebra Kid defeated Black 
Scorpion ... Ray Roberts beat Tommy Wonder 
... Scott D'Amore defeated Rick Matrix ... Mike 
Kelly beat Ric Austin ... Sabu battled Al Snow to 
a no-contest in a lumberjack match, 
(09-09-94) 

—Millicent Gillingham 


BELPRE—ACCW/ASWA “Rumble On The River’ 
card held on the banks of the Ohio River: 
“Handsome” Frank Staletto pinned ACCW light 
heavyweight champion Kid Collins to capture the 
title ... The Rough Rider pinned Bo Dacious ... 
“Beef Stew” Lou Marconi defeated Future 
Shock .,. Thunder Morgan (managed by Ed 
Deadly) defeated ACCW heavyweight champion 
“Playboy” Buddy Rose to win the title ... Wahoo 
McDaniel defeated “Rugged” Ryan Scott in an 
Indian strap match. 
(08-12-94) 

—Jeff Gorman 


OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA CITY—WCW at the State Fair Arena: 
Brian Pillman pinned Bobby Eaton with a reverse 
rollup ... TV champion Lord Steven Regal pinned 
Brad Armstrong ... Big Van Vader defeated The 
Guardian Angel by disqualification ... Arn 
Anderson pinned Dustin Rhodes ... The Nasty 
Boys beat World tag team champions Paul 
Orndorff & Paul Roma in a non-title match when 
Jerry Sags pinned Roma ... U.S. champion Rick 
Steamboat pinned Steve Austin. 
(08-26-94) 

—Clark C. Peterson 


PENNSYLVANIA 
PHILADELPHIA—Eastern Championship 
Wrestling/NWA tournament card at ECW Arena: 
NWA heavyweight championship tournament, 
first round: Dean Malenko defeated Osama 
Nishimoura by submission ... Shane Douglas 
pinned Tasmaniac while holding on to his tights ... 
911 (with Paul E. Dangerously) pinned Doink the 
Clown after two choke-slams ... 2 Cold Scorpio 
pinned Chris Benoit ... Semifinals: Douglas 
pinned Malenko .., Scorpio defeated 911 by 
countout when 911 chased two Doinks who dis- 
tracted him. After the match, one of the Doinks 
unmasked and revealed himself to be Shane 
Douglas ... Final: Douglas pinned Scorpio. After 
the match, Douglas threw down the NWA belt and 
said all he cared about was being ECW heavy- 
weight champion ... In a non-tournament bout: 
Cactus Jack & Mikey Whipwreck (substituting for 
Terry Funk) defeated tag team champions Public 
Enemy to win the belts when Whipwreck pinned 
Johnny Grunge. 
(08-27-94) 

—Bart Orkline 


DOWNINGTOWN—World Wide Wrestling Alliance 
at the Farmers’ Market: Super Nova pinned The 
Nomad ... Chris Michaels pinned The Sniper ... 
Maverick pinned Big Doc ,.. Mickey Gilligan 
defeated Bobby Douglas .., Light heavyweight 
champion Ace Darling beat Rick Ratchet ... 
Ghetto Blaster defeated Juggernaut ... Glenn 
Osbourne beat Harley Lewis when Osbourne’s 
manager, The Master, interfered ... Devon Storm 
& Bobby Piper defeated Mr. Motion and Inferno 
Kid ... Tony Stetson pinned Rocco Dorsey ... 
The Mad Russian & Derrick Domino beat 
Rolling Thunder. 
(08-20-94) 

—Dan Haney 


RHODE ISLAND 
WARWICK—WWF at the Warwick Musical 
Theater: Adam Bomb beat Kwang the Ninja ... 
The Undertaker defeated Sparky Plugg ... Bob 
Backlund beat Typhoon ... Owen Hart defeated 
The Kid ... The Kid beat Owen Hart .., Nikolai 
Volkoff defeated Virgil ... The Smokin’ Gunns 
beat The Executioners. 
(08-12-94) 

—Ernie Charles 


TENNESSEE 
SEVIERVILLE—All-Star Wrestling at the Sevier 
County Fair; Cowboy Mike Spade pinned Texas 
Outlaw | ... Kevin Fields defeated Stan Lee _.. 
Johnny “The Working Man” Raynor pinned 
Deke Rivers ... Keith Hart pinned Eddie Golden 
... Tim Horner defeated Chris Powers. 
(09-10-94) 

—Bill Needham 


ALCOA—Friday Nite Main Event at the Green 
Acres Flea Market Building: Deke Rivers defeated 
Thad Clark by disqualification ... Chic White beat 
The Alaskan Wolfman ... Jerry Manuel pinned 
The Night Rider ... David O & Tom Pitner battled 
Rick Conners & Chic White to a double-disqualifi- 
cation. 
(09-09-94) 

—Dewey Brooks 


MARYVILLE—All-State Wrestling at the Country 
Palace: The Alaskan Wolfman pinned Phoenix ... 
Tony Prichard defeated Chic White ... Dennis 
“The Tank” Coats beat David O ... Russell 
Thompson battled Bobby B to a no-contest ... 
Shogun | fought Charlie Long to a 20-minute, 
time-limit draw ... Tag team champions Rick 
Conners & Lone Star wrestled Regulator Stone 
& Steel to a split double-pin when Conners pinned 
Steel and Stone pinned Star. 
(09-08-94) 

—Bill Needham 


FAIRVIEW—Cumberland Wrestling Council at the 
Young Country Barn; Kevin Acres pinned 
Lumberjack Luck .., Joe Carr beat Stonewall 
Jackson ,,. The Mountain Man pinned junior 
heavyweight champion Rick Roberts to win the 
title ... Rick Cannon defeated The Soldier of 
Fortune ... Joe Carr & Rick Roberts beat 
Stonewall Jackson & Gube Castell by disqualifi- 
cation due to outside interference ... Denny 
Cooley pinned heavyweight champion Shogun 
Warrior | to win the title. 
(09-05-94) 

—Bill Needham 


MEMPHIS—USWA at the Mid-South Coliseum: 
The Eliminators defeated Doug Basham & Tony 
Williams ... Koko B. Ware defeated Spellbinder 
... Tag team champions PG-13 defeated Dante & 
The Great Mephisto. Due to a prematch stipula- 
tion, Dante and Mephisto had to leave the USWA 
... Brian Christopher defeated The Dark Patriot 
by disqualification. After the match, Dark Patriot 
was unmasked and revealed to be Doug Gilbert 
... Buddy Landell & Tommy Rich defeated The 
Moondogs ... Heavyweight champion Sid Vicious 
pinned Jerry Lawler after Spellbinder interfered. 
Lawler then challenged Vicious to wrestle him one- 
on-one, with no interference. Vicious accepted and 
was pinned by Lawler, though the title was not on 
the line. 
(09-05-94) 

—WMark Mitchell 


CLINTON—Universal Wrestling Association at the 
Anderson County Fair: Denny Cooley defeated 
David O .,. G.l. Joe pinned Eddie Bruiser ... 
Terry Garvin (not the original) & Tommy Gibson 
beat tag team champions The World Famous 
Spoilers by disqualification ... Jeff Tankersly 
pinned The Ultimate Superstar. 
(09-03-94) 

—Bill Needham 
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PIGEON FORGE—Southern States Wrestling at 
the Grand Hotel Ballroom: Thad Clark pinned The 
Mad Russian ... Billy Marshall beat The Lady 
Killer ... Tom Pitner defeated Alex Shane ... 
Tony Prichard pinned ASW heavyweight champi- 
on Rick Cannon to win the title ... Bobby Fulton 
and Regulator Stone battled to a 20-minute, time- 
limit draw ... Jimmy Valiant & The Alaskan 
Wolfman beat Eddie Golden & Stan Lee when 
Wolfman pinned Golden. 
(08-24-94) 

—Bill Needham 


ELIZABETHTON—All-Pro Wrestling at the Gap 
Creek Community Center: Chic White & Bo 
Dacious defeated Mike Fair & Blue Angel when 
White pinned Angel ... Shogun Warrior pinned 
heavyweight champion Dan Cooley to win the title 
Rusty, The Ultimate Nightmare, & 
Troublemaker |! beat Troublemaker |, Dan Steal, 
& The Mauler when Nightmare pinned Mauler ... 
The Black Widow pinned Cowboy Williams ... 
Mike & Sam Spade defeated Allen King, Chaiz, & 
P.J. Sharpe by disqualification in a handicap 
match after out-of-the-ring interference from 
Wayne Rogers & Ricky Harrison ... Tag team 
champions Tim Horner & Keith Hart beat The 
Beautiful Blonds when Horner pinned Eddie 
Golden ... Alex Shane defeated Ghost Rider. 
(08-13-94) 
—Bill Needham 


JEFFERSON CiITY—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at 
the Jefferson County Fairgrounds: Mongolian 
Stomper beat Killer Kyle by disqualification ... 
Steve Skyfire defeated The Inferno ... Tag team 
champions The Rock 'n’ Roll Express beat Chris 
Candido & Killer Kyle; as the result of a prematch 
stipulation, Tammy Fytch, Candido's manager, 
had to bungee jump ... Mongolian Stomper won a 
battle royal, 
(08-11-94) 

—Ron Donnelly 


TEXAS 
DALLAS—Globa! Wrestling Federation at the 
Sportatorium: Scott Putski defeated Action 
Jackson ... Jimmy Lord beat Chaz Taylor ... 
Alex Porteau defeated Chico Caballo ... Chico 
Caballo beat Buddy Storm ... Rod Price & Nick 
Golden defeated Devon Michaels & Bo Vegas ... 
Michael Hayes beat Black Bart in a Texas death 
match ... Moadib defeated Terry Gordy by dis- 
qualification .,, Action Jackson, who had tem- 
porarily replaced Grey Pierson as promoter, beat 
Iceman King Parsons in a stipulation match. Asa 
result, Parsons had to wear a maid's outfit to the 
following week's card ... Heavyweight champion 
Chris Adams battled Jimmy Garvin to a no-con- 
test. 
(09-02-94) 

—Carole Randall 


BEAUMONT—WCW at the Civic Center: Jean- 
Paul LeVeque defeated Terry Taylor ... Lash 
beat Brad Armstrong ... Dustin Rhodes defeated 
Arn Anderson by disqualification ... Terry Funk & 
Bunkhouse Buck beat Chavo & Mando Guerrero 
... TV champion Lord Steven Regal defeated 
Larry Zbyszko ... U.S. champion Steve Austin 
beat Rick Steamboat ... Sting defeated Ric Flair. 
(08-19-94) 

—Carole Randall 


DALLAS—WWF at Reunion Arena: Duke “The 
Dumpster” Droese defeated Quebecer Pierre ... 
World Women’s champion Alundra Blayze battled 
Bull Nakano to a double-countout ... Tatanka beat 
Shawn Michaels in a strap match ... Razor 
Ramon defeated Intercontinental champion Diesel 
by disqualification ... World tag team champions 
The Headshrinkers beat Well Dunn ... Jeff 
Jarrett defeated Doink the Clown ... Lex Luger 
beat Yokozuna. 
(08-11-94) 

—Carole Randall 
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VIRGINIA 
FISHERSVILLE—Smoky Mountain Wrestling at 
the Augusta Expo: Doug Dalton defeated The 
Hornet ... Rick Morton beat Chris Candido in a 
hair-vs.-mask match. When Morton took off the 
mask, Candido hid his head with a black towel ... 
Chris Candido defeated Lance Storm, using a 
foreign object hidden in his mask to headbutt 
Storm and gain the pin ... Heavyweight champion 
Tony Anthony beat Bruiser Bedlam by disqualifi- 
cation. Bedlam hit Anthony with brass knuckles, 
got the pinfall, and was awarded the belt. Referee 
Mark Curtis found the knuckles and reversed the 
decision ... Tag team champions The Rock 'n’ 
Roll Express defeated The Gangstas when 
Robert Gibson pinned Mustafa Saed. After the 
match, Saed and New Jack beat up Gibson and 
Rick Morton with a metal club. Before the match, 
Jack was fined $500 by referee Mark Curtis for 
having brass knuckles. The fine was raised to 
$1,500 after Jack screamed at Curtis. 
(09-08-94) 

—Ann See 


WEST VIRGINIA 
PARKERSBURG—ASWA/ACCW at the Dallas 
Nightclub; The Gate Keeper battled The Rough 
Rider to a double-disqualification ... Bo Dacious 
used his feet on the ropes to pin Lou Marconi ... 
The Grave Digger defeated K.J. Presley ... Kid 
Collins pinned Frank Staletto to regain the ACCW 
junior heavyweight title ... Buddy Rose beat 
ACCW heavyweight champion Thunder Morgan 
by disqualification. 
(09-11-94) 

—Jeff Gorman 


INTERNATIONAL 


CANADA 
BRANDON, MANITOBA—River Gity Wrestling at 
the Downtown Festival: Caveman Broda battled 
Mr. Firpo to a draw ... Vance Nevada beat Mr. Go 
in a match to determine the federation's first junior 
heavyweight champion ... Sluggo Smith beat Dr. 
Doom ... Dark Jason beat The Tasmanian ... 
Vance Nevada & Caveman Broda beat Mr. Firpo 
& Mr. Go. 
(09-08-94) 

—Verne May 


WINNIPEG, MANITOBA—WWF at the Arena: The 
Kid beat Kwang the Ninja ... World Women's 
champion Alundra Blayze defeated Bull Nakano 
.. The Undertaker beat Yokozuna in a casket 
match ... World tag team champions Shawn 
Michaels & Diesel defeated Headshrinker Samu 
& The Barbarian ... Duke “The Dumpster” 
Droese beat Pierre ... Lex Luger defeated Irwin 
R. Schyster ... World champion Bret Hart beat 
Owen Hart. 
(09-01-94) 

—Jason Mason 


BEAUHARNOIS, QUEBEC—Northern Champion- 
ship Wrestling at the Town Fair: Danny Dallas 
defeated Danny Nitro ... Rebel, Stephane 
Belanger, & Darkman beat Warlock, Lucifer, & 
Boris Khrushchev .., Phil Belanger defeated 
Black Bear ... lceman beat Crazy Eddie ... Frank 
Blues defeated Dream Killer by disqualification 
when Warlock and Lucifer interfered .,. Frank 
Blues & Iceman beat Warlock & Lucifer ... 
Iceman won an 11-man battle royal. 
(09-01-94) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


CLOVERDALE, BRITISH COLUMBIA—West 
Coast Championship Wrestling at the Fairgrounds 
Products Building: Buddy Wayne beat Canadian 
Cowboy by reverse decision ... Dillon Powers 
defeated Johnny Canuck ... Awesome Annie 
beat Raven Lake ... The Trashman battled Ole 
Olson to a 20-minute draw ,.. The Bodyguard 
defeated Rocky Dellaserra ... The Trashman, 


Rocky Dellaserra, Johnny Canuck, & Awesome 
Annie beat Michele Starr, The Bodyguard, Ole 
Olson, & Iron Maiden in a tag team elimination match. 
(08-27-94) 

‘ —Stuart Kemp 


LaSALLE, ONTARIO—Border City Wrestling joint 
TV taping with Motor City Wrestling at the Cen- 
tennial Arena: KuKu the Samoan defeated Chris 
Pillon ... Denny Kass beat Rick Matrix ... “Too 
Hott” Tommy Wonder & The Canadian De- 
stroyer defeated Mike Legacy & Steve Nixon ... 
Can-Am heavyweight champion Mickey Doyle de- 
feated Al Snow by a reverse decision disqualifica- 
tion after it was found Snow used brass knuckles, 
although Doyle slugged referee Pee Wee Moore 
with the knuckles first ... Abraham beat Justin 
Sane by submission ... Ric Austin defeated Otis 
Apollo by submission ... Dan Severn beat Kodiak 
by submission .., Bastion Booger & Scott 
D’Amore defeated Rock Stevens & Mad Max An- 
thony (substituting for MCW/BCW tag team cham- 
pions Hot Paradise, who couldn't make the card 
after its date was changed) when D'Amore pinned 
Stevens. 
(08-26-94) 

—Ernie Avery 


KAHNAWAKE, QUEBEC—independent card at 
the Sports Complex: Mr. Rock ’n’ Roll beat Dick 
Tessier ... Jimmy the Heartbreaker defeated Mr. 
Fantasy ... Kevin Martel defeated Steve San- 
derson ... Sunny War Cloud & B.J. defeated Bob 
Crawford & Reynald Dube ... Misty Blue 
Simmes defeated Nasty Sherri ... Jeff Jefferson 
beat Mike Sharpe (not the WWF wrestler) ... Rick 
Martel & Tito Santana defeated Richard 
Charland & Tony Atlas by disqualification when 
Atlas used a chair on the referee, 
(08-26-94) 

—Bertrand Hebert 


GERMANY 
HANNOVER—CWA at the Sporthalle: Rambo 
beat British Legion of Doom ... David Taylor 
beat Cannonball Grizzly by disqualification ... 
David Finlay defeated Steven Casey .., 
Wrecking Crew Fury beat Tony St. Clair by dis- 
qualification ... August Smis! & Ulf Hermann 
defeated Hiroyoshi Yamamoto & Dan Collins ... 
Middleweight champion Franz Schumann beat 
Doink the Clown. 
(09-10-94) 

—Konrad Gunther 


KASSEL—WW/F at the Sporthalle: Irwin R. Schy- 
ster beat The Kid ... World Women’s champion 
Alundra Blayze beat Bull Nakano ... Mabel beat 
Bam Bam Bigelow ... World tag team champions 
Shawn Michaels & Diesel beat Lex Luger & 
Razor Ramon by disqualification ... Jeff Jarrett 
beat Doink the Clown ... The Undertaker beat 
Crush in a casket match ... Bret Hart & Randy 
Savage defeated Owen Hart & Jim Neidhart. 
(09-09-94) 

—Konrad Gunther 


JAPAN 
TOKYO—All-Japan Pro Wrestling at Budokan Hall: 
Mighty Inoue defeated Kentaro Shiga _.. Chris & 
Mark Youngblood beat Satoru Asako & Tsuy- 
oshi Kikuchi when Mark pinned Asako ... Masao 
Inoue, Mitsuo Momota, & Rusher Kimura defeat- 
ed Ryukaku Izumida, Haruka Eigen, & Masa 
Fuchi when Inoue pinned Izumida ... The Eagle, 
The Falcon, & Doug Furnas beat Ricky Santana, 
Johnny Ace, & Johnny Smith when Falcon 
pinned Santana ... PWF junior heavyweight cham- 
pion Dan Kroffat defeated Yoshinari Ogawa ... 
Stan Hansen beat Jun Akiyama ... Mitsuharu 
Misawa, Giant Baba, & Tamon Honda defeated 
Toshiaki Kawada, Akira Taue, & Takao Omori ... 
Triple Crown champion Steve Williams beat 
Kenta Kobashi. 
(09-03-94) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


HAKODATE—FMW at the Gym: Tetsuhiro 
Kuroda beat Gosaku Goshagawara ... Damian & 
Battle Ranger defeated Koji Nakagawa & Mach 
Hayato ... Yukie Nabeno, Megumi Kudo, & 
Keiko lwame beat Tsuppari Mack, Shark 
Tsuchiya, & Combat Toyoda ... The Sheik & 
Sabu battled Dr. Luther & Big Titan to a no-con- 
test ,.. Mitsuhiro Matsunaga defeated Katsutoshi 
Niiyama ... Tarzan Goto & Hisakatsu Oya beat 
Ricky Fuji & Dr. Hannibal ... Atsushi Onita, 
Sambo Asako, & Mr. Gannosuke defeated The 
Gladiator, Mr. Pogo, & Hideki Hosaka. 
(09-02-94) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


SAKU—WAR at the Gym: Aka Oni defeated 
Masanobu Kurisu ... Koki Kitahara pinned 
Nobukazu Hirai ... Takashi Ishikawa beat 
Yamato ... Harley Saito, Rumi Kazama, & 
Shinobu Kandori defeated Miki Handa, Janne 
Yukari, & Eagle Sawai when Kandori pinned 
Handa ... Ultimo Dragon pinned Masao Orihara 
.. Genichiro Tenryu & Animal Hamaguchi 
defeated Arashi & Kendo Nagasaki when Tenryu 
pinned Arashi ... Jado, Gedo, & Hiromichi Fuyuki 
beat Scott Putski, The Warlord, & Bob Backlund 
to regain the six-man tag team belts when Fuyuki 
pinned Putski. 
(09-01-94) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


TOKYO—All-Japan Women “The Big Show” at 
Budokan Hall: Suzuka Minami, Tomoko 
Watanabe, Asari, & Rie Tamada defeated Hikori 
Fukuoka, Comando Borishoi, Nouchi, & Yagi 
when Minami pinned Yagi ... Eagle Sawai & Carol 
Midori beat Reggie Bennett & Kaoru Ito when 
Sawai pinned Ito ... Megumi Kudo pinned Kaoru 
... UWA Women's tag team champions Etsuko 
Mita & Mima Shimoda defeated Harley Saito & 
Jannu Yukari when Shimoda pinned Yukari ... 
Takako Inoue & Cutie Suzuki beat Devil Masami 
& Candy Okutsu ... Chigusa Nagayo & Toshio 
Yamada defeated Sakie Hasegawa & Mariko 
Yoshida when Nagayo pinned Hasegawa ... IWA 
champion Manami Toyoda beat All-Pacific cham- 
pion Kyoko Inoue to hold both titles ... Dynamite 
Kansai & Yumiko Hotta defeated Aja Kong & 
Akira Hokuto in a best-of-three-falls match. 
(08-24-94) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


ICHINOSEKI—Michinoku Pro at the Gym: Well- 
ington Wilkens Jr. defeated Naohiro Hoshikawa 
... Piloto Suicida beat Hanzo Nakajima ... Super 
Boy defeated Kendo ... Gran Naniwa, Taka 
Michinoku, Ginzei Shinzaki, & Super Delfin beat 
Great Sasuke, Terry Boy, Shiryu, & Sato in an 
elimination tag team match. 
(08-18-94) 

—Masanori Sukawa 


TOKYO—UWFI at Budokan Hall; Bad News Allen 
beat Hiromitsu Kanehara ... Yoshihiri Takayama 
defeated Mark Silver ... Kazushi Sakuraba & 
Masahito Kakihara beat Billy Scott & Jean 
Lydick ... Salman Hashimikov defeated Yuko 
Miyato ... Kazuo Yamazaki beat Tatsuo Nakano 
... Yoji Anjyo & Naoki Sano defeated Viadimir 
Berkovich & Victor Zangiev. Best in the World 
94 tournament: Third place—Gary Albright beat 
Kiyoshi Tamura ... Finals—Big Van Vader 
defeated Nobuhiko Takada and also won the 
UWF title. 
(08-18-94) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


RUSSIA 

KHABAROSK—FMW at Lenin Stadium: Katsu- 
toshi Niiyama pinned Koji Nakagawa ... Shark 
Tsuchiya pinned Keiko Iwami ... Crusher 
Maedomari & Combat Toyota defeated Miwa 
Sato & Megumi Kudo when Maedomari pinned 
Sato ... Mitsuhiro Matsunaga pinned Tetsuo 
Kuroda ... Battle Ranger & Tarzan Goto defeated 
Maorto Tanaka & Koji Nakegawa when Goto 


pinned Tanaka ... Mr. Gannosuke, Sambo Asaka, 
& Atsushi Onita beat Hideo Hosaka, Hisakatsu 
Oya, & Mr. Pogo when Onita pinned Hosaka. 
(08-11-94) 

—Koichi Yoshizawa 


SOUTH AFRICA 
CAPE TOWN—Independent card at Good Hope 
Center: Leslie van der Westhuizen defeated 
Brilliant Baker ... Trevor van der Westhuizen 
battled Hip Toss Louie to a 20-minute draw -.. 
Dusty Wolfe beat Abdul Kader ... Apache 
Renegade defeated Toronado Il ... Tiger Jeet 
Singh beat The Hammer ... Danie Brits defeated 
Giant Warrior. 
(08-09-94) 

—Winnie Fox 


SWITZERLAND 
ZURICH—WCW at Hallenstadion: Hacksaw 
Duggan defeated “Diamond” Dallas Page ... The 
Nasty Boys beat Kevin & Dave Sullivan ... Steve 
Austin defeated Brian Pillman ... World tag team 
champions Paul Orndorff & Paul Roma beat The 
Patriot & Marcus Alexander Bagwell in a non-title 
match ... Big Van Vader defeated The Guardian 
Angel ... World champion Hulk Hogan pinned Ric 
Flair. 
(09-01-94) 

—Colin Bowman 


UNITED KINGDOM 
LONDON, ENGLAND—WCW at Wembley Arena: 
Hacksaw Duggan defeated “Diamond” Dallas 
Page ... World tag team champions Paul Orndorff 
& Paul Roma beat Kevin & Dave Sullivan in a 
non-title match ... TV champion Lord Steven 
Regal defeated Brian Pillman ... The Nasty Boys 
beat The Patriot & Marcus Alexander Bagwell ... 
Sting defeated Steve Austin ... Big Van Vader 
beat The Guardian Angel ,.. World champion 
Hulk Hogan defeated Ric Flair. 
(09-04-94) 

—Colin Bowman 


THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 


NOVEMBER 


FLORIDA 
MIAMI—NWA at the Jai-Alai Fronton: Prince 
Tonga defeated Sonny Driver ... Uganda beat 
Jim Garvin ... Genichiro Tenryu battled Raul 
Mata to a draw ... Rocky Johnson & Jim Garvin 
defeated Ali Bey & Siege Stanke ... Dick Slater 
beat Jerry Brisco .,. Killer Karl Kox defeated Pak 
Song in a steel cage match. 
(11-15-78) 

—Gene Peck 


MINNESOTA 
MINNEAPOLIS—At the Auditorium: Ole Olsen 
battled Cliff Hogart to a 15-minute draw ... Pat 
Connor wrestled Matt Murphy to a 30-minute 
draw ... Joe Pazandak pinned Con Bruno ... Nell 
Stewart pinned Carol Cook ... Abe Kashey 
pinned Stu Hart after an atomic drop. 
(11-07-50) 

—Roland Renard 


NEW YORK 
NEW YORK—WWWF at Madison Square Garden: 
Sam Steamboat beat Boris Malenko ... 
“Gentleman” Jim Hady defeated Luke Graham 
by disqualification ... Bobo Brazil battled Waldo 
Von Erich to a draw ... Fred Blassie pinned 
Pedro Morales ... Miguel Perez & Haystacks 
Calhoun beat Bobby Davis & Gorilla Monsoon 
... Jerry & Eddie Graham defeated “Cowboy” 
Bill Watts & Don McCarthy ... World champion 
Bruno Sammartino beat Gene Kiniski by disqual- 
ification. 
(11-17-64) 

—Enrico DiPietro 
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deadline, Eddie, six months ago? 

RODRIGUEZ: Before this degen- 
erates, let’s allow Brian to answer. 

LEE: Thanks. Look, as | said be- 
fore, I’ll take my share of the 
blame. | definitely should have 
been more wary of Fytch and 
what she had to offer. I let win- 
ning become more important 
than doing the right thing. She 
was playing on my greedy side 
and I was letting her do it. So in 
that sense, this whole mess is my 
fault. But having said it, you can’t 
deny the woman is bad news. 
Fytch doesn’t give a damn about 
me or anyone else she manages. 
All she cares about is making her- 
self look good. She promotes her- 
self as some sort of heroine for 
women, but she’s anything but. 

ELLNER: Why don’t you just 
ignore her, then? 

LEE: | can’t. It’s important to 
me that a person like Tammy 
Fytch doesn’t have her way in 
Smoky Mountain. I’m dedicated 
to doing everything | can to make 
her pack her bags. Right now, it’s 
Candido I’m after. He’s still stuck 
listening to her, and he has to 
realize what a big mistake that is. 
He shoots his mouth off about 
how I was a burden to the team, 
that he was carrying me. What a 
sad joke! | could outwrestle that 
guy on my worst day and his best. 
He could kiss off Fytch today and 
save himself a lot of trouble, but 
that would make too much sense. 

BERNUCCA: Candido’s new 
partner, Boo Bradley, looks pretty for- 
midable. 

LEE: Yeah, have you seen what 
Tammy’s done to him? She brings 
him to the ring on a leash! That’s 
a perfect metaphor for the way 
she treats the people she man- 
ages. She insists on having com- 
plete control. Maybe now that’s 
okay with Candido and that 
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press conference 


(Continued from page 23) 


Bradley guy—or should | call him 
a dog?—but wait till they start 
losing. Let’s see how united 
Tammy will keep the troops. 
RODRIGUEZ: Brian, as con- 
cerned as you are with Fytch, you've 
supposedly spent a lot of time away 
from Smoky Mountain recently. It’s 
even been rumored that you were Ted 
DiBiase’s so-called “Undertaker.” 


the line there. 

BERNUCCA: You know the 
rumors will increase now. 

LEE: Well, let them. That’s not 
my problem. Okay, here’s what 
Pil tell you. | was asked to under- 
take a very serious task. The per- 
son who made this request thinks 
very highly of my talents. | was 
flattered that he asked me, and | 


Fytch successfully persuaded Lee to forsake his past as a fan favorite, eventually 
teaming him with Candido. Lee later was fired by Fytch, and says he hopes Candido 
will come to his senses and break away. 


Were you, and if you weren't, what 
were you doing? 

LEE: I’d really prefer not to 
talk about that. 

ELLNER: C’mon, man, what are 
you hiding? 

LEE: Hide this, Ellner. Look, | 
don’t mean to be mysterious, but 
I feel obligated not to discuss any- 
thing I’ve done outside Smoky 
Mountain. I'll tell you all you want 
about Fytch, but I have to draw 


agreed to do it. He paid me very 
handsomely, and insisted on ab- 
solute secrecy. I’m respecting his 
wishes. I really don’t think I 
should say anything more than 
that. I’ve probably said too much. 

RODRIGUEZ: Are you still work- 
ing for this person? 

LEE: Maybe, maybe not. | can’t 
say. Now let’s just bury this issue 
and move on. Ask me about the 
Smoky Mountain title. 


LEE: What about it? 
Sure, it’s one of the top 
federations, but I’ve al- 
ready faced that same 
type of opposition. Here in 
Smoky Mountain, | mean. 
And the WWF doesn’t 
have a manager more 
devious than Fytch. 

RODRIGUEZ: So you're 
familiar with some of the 
WWF managers. 

LEE: Word gets around; 
you hear different things. 
That’s all I’m saying. 

ELLNER: We came here 
for answers, but now we have 
more questions. 

LEE: That isn’t my pro- 
blem, guys. My main con- 
cern is getting rid of Fytch 
and getting some gold 
around my’ waist. And this 
time I’m committed to 
doing that without resort- 
ing to cheap tricks. From 
now on, everything is 
above ground. 

BERNUCCA: You're seri- 


ous about this, aren’t you? 
Lee and Tony Anthony have frequently fought each other in recent years, as “Dirty White Boy” LEE: C h t 
became a fan favorite at about the same time Lee turned to rulebreaking under Fytch’s guidance. - Foss OMB veSr 
Lee hopes they can now be allies. and hope to die. O 


ELLNER: I'd like to ask you if you 
have any more mysterious activities 
planned for anywhere outside Smoky 
Mountain. 

LEE: Look, you could pay me a 
million dollars right now and I 
wouldn’t tell you anything more. 
Right now I need to focus on 
what’s going on here in Smoky 
Mountain. | probably spent too 
much time away. Maybe I'd still 
be a tag team champion if | 
hadn’t. Who knows? That’s not to 
say | didn’t enjoy the experience. 
It was a tremendous challenge. 
Any wrestler would almost kill to 
have that kind of opportunity. A 
lot of nights I took a serious beat- 
ing. I’d be dead tired, but it was 
worth it. 

BERNUCCA: I’m more curious 
than ever, but if you'don’t want to talk 
about it, then I'll let it slide. What 
about competing in the WWF? 


“For cryin’ out loud, what makes you think he’s hiding 
something in his boots?” 
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Public Enemy’s Johnny Grunge battles Mikey Whipwreck in ECW tag team action. 
Grunge and Rocco Rock are a dynamite tag team who should not be taken lightly, 


argues reader Adam Pierson. 


champions are definitely not clowns. 
They are the real thing and should 
never be taken lightly. They’ve gone 
through almost every kind of stipula- 
tion match you can think of and 
they’ ve. beaten teams such as Bad 
Company, Kevin Sullivan and 
Tasmaniac, Bad Breed, The Bruise 
Brothers, Terry and Dory Funk Jr., and 
practically every other team that has 
gotten in their way. When they were 
champions, they always put the titles 
on the line, even in no-disqualification 
matches, falls-count-anywhere match- 
es, baseball bat matches, and barbed- 
Wire matches. Other teams be warned: 
Public Enemy is here to stay. 
ADAM PIERSON 
Drexel Hill, PA 


@ SALUTING THE COLONEL 
I’ve heard all the talk about what a 
pompous windbag Col. Robert Parker 
is, but let’s face it: The guy is one bril- 
liant manager. I bet Steve Austin is 
thinking that right about now. Parker 


Col. Robert Parker is an underrated man- 
ager, claims “PW/ Hotline” caller Scott 
Turner. He says wrestlers like Steve 
Austin learned too late the power of 
Parker’s expertise. 


was in “Stunning” Steve’s corner when 
he won the U.S. title from Dustin 
Rhodes last December. These last few 
months, he hasn’t been. He says he still 
manages Austin but doesn’t need to be 
in his corner for matches. Is it any 
coincidence that shortly after Parker 
made this decision, Austin lost the belt. 
I don’t think so. It’s time Austin real- 
ized he could still benefit from Parker’s 
expertise. Personally, I don’t like the 
colonel, but for my money, he’s been 
the most influential manager in all of 
wrestling in 1994. 
SCOTT TURNER 
Rockford, IL 


TRULY WONDERFUL 

“Pretty Wonderful” is definitely the 
best tag team in WCW today. Paul 
Orndorff and Paul Roma have proven 
that time and time again. They made 
Stars ’n’ Stripes (Marcus Alexander 
Bagwell and The Patriot) red, black, 
and blue. They sent Cactus Jack and 
Kevin Sullivan running back to ECW. 
And they made The Nasty Boys move 
from Nastyville to Loser City, where 
they’re the mayors. “Mr. Wonderful” 
Paul Orndorff and “Pretty” Paul Roma 

will be great for a long time. 
JOHN MICHAEL PLUTO 
Pottstown, PA 


KING KONG BLUNDER 
Ted DiBiase made a big mistake 
when he added King Kong Bundy to 
his corporation. He’s over the hill. 
Plus, I don’t think he’ll work well with 
the rest of the members of the group. 
Bundy is the kind of wrestler who 
needs the spotlight all to himself. The 
others in the corporation—Irwin R. 
Schyster, Tatanka, Bam Bam Bigelow, 
and Nikolai Volkoff—are better team 
players. My prediction is that Bundy 
will leave DiBiase’s stable within six 
months. He’ll probably cause a lot of 
headaches for the “Million-Dollar 
Man” in the meantime. DiBiase 
should try to sign Jeff Jarrett or Adam 
Bomb or some other younger wrestler 
who could be a superstar if he had the 
proper guidance. Bundy will be nothing 
but trouble. 
EDDIE BENTLEY 
Green Bay, WI 1 


Paul Roma (choking Marcus Alexander Bagwell) and Paul Orndorff are indeed “Pretty 


Wonderful,” according to reader John Michael Pluto. He says they have established 
themselves as WCW’s premier tag team. 


“Oh, gimme a break, kid. 
How was I supposed to know it was your manager?” 
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Lanny Poffo, is playing a role in 
the WWF's latest fraternal feud. 


| The “Macho Man” teamed up with 


World champion Bret Hart on the 


| federation’s European tour, as they 


defeated Owen Hart and Hart 
brother-in-law Jim Neidhart. 
Another relative by marriage— 
Davey Boy Smith—has rejoined 


| the WWF, as has King Kong 


Bundy. 
Who needs Brian Lee? After 


Iceman Parsons berates fans at a 
Global card. But the joke was on him 
recently when he lost a stipulation 
match to “promoter” Action Jackson, 


forcing him to wear a maid’s outfit at 
the Sportatorium! 


Tammy Fytch fired Chris Can- 
dido’s regular tag team partner in 
August, the Smoky Mountain man- 
ager quickly found a replacement in 
someone named Boo Bradley. 
What makes Bradley unusual is 
that he enters the ring on a leash, 


~ 


Boris Malenko was nicknamed “The 
Professor” as a rulebreaker in Florida, 
and later became just that when he 
founded a-wrestling school in Tampa. 
Malenko, who trained many of today’s 


stars, died of leukemia at age 61. 


on all fours, barking. What breed is 
he, anyway? Tammy is complaining 
that Bradley isn’t housebroken and 
is messing up her place. Sounds 
like she could use a rolled-up news- 
paper! By the way, Candido has 
been beating the revenge-minded 
Lee in a series of matches. 

It’s been said they do things in a 
big way in Texas. Well, the folks at 
Global had to find the biggest maid 
outfit in the state for Iceman 


Parsons, who lost a match to pro- 
moter Action Jackson. No, that’s 
not a misprint! Parsons had signed 
a contract to wrestle the promoter, 
Grey Pierson. If Parsons won, he 
would become the promoter for one 
week. If he lost, he’d wear the 
maid’s outfit. However, the contract 
was to battle the promoter—not 
Pierson himself. So Pierson turned 
over his duties to Jackson, who 
beat Parsons. You’ve gotta read 
the fine print, Iceman. 

Finally, our condolences to the 
family of Boris Malenko, who 
passed away on September 1 after 


a 4'/--month struggle with leukemia. 
He was 61. Malenko, known as 
“The Professor,” was a big star in 
Florida and the South and one of 
wrestling’s slyest and most de- 
spised rulebreakers. He even bat- 
tled Wahoo McDaniel in a Russian 
chain match at Houston’s Astro- 
dome! Boris was also one of the all- 
time great interviews. 

After retiring from competition, 
Malenko trained wrestlers in Tam- 
pa. Among his alums are Johnny 
B. Badd, The Kid, and Typhoon, 
along with sons Dean and Joe. 
Boris will be missed. O 
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practically all the money he makes 
back to help the Pembroke commu- 
nity. He wants the glory that comes 
with being a champion. Not for him- 
self, and certainly not for Ted 
DiBiase. He wants it for his people. 
So remember that, when you call him 
names and boo him. He’s doing it 
because he has to.” 

It’s hard to say. Replays of 
Tatanka’s brutal attack on Luger 
show a man very much enjoying his 
work. According to legend in some 
tribes, in order to obtain a blessing 
or gain standing in the community, 


one must keep his attention firmly 
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Tatanka used to take pride in beating rule- 
breakers like Rick Martel (above) and 
Kwang the Ninja (right). Now he’ll have to 
look at them as allies. 


and exclusively on the goal. One can- 
not permit his concentration to wan- 
der. Perhaps Tatanka’s greatest chal- 
lenge is to maintain his focus in the 


crazy days ahead. 

“If he can do that, he’ll be champi- 
on,” promises his friend. “And the 
real Tatanka will stand proudly 
before everyone.” 


A long unbeaten streak in the federation brought Tatanka to the forefront of the WWF 
roster. Yet despite his popularity with fans, he was unable to get many title matches. 
Now that he’s a rulebreaker, things could change. 
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from the desk of... 


i - 


Shane Douglas can say his decision to re- 
nounce the NWA belt was spontaneous and not 
premeditated. Yet given ECW's subsequent 
decision to change its acronym from Eastern to 
Extreme Championship Wrestling, we're not 


buying it for a minute. 


Frankly, | don’t care what 
Douglas said about Ric Flair, Dusty 
Rhodes, and the rest of the former 
NWA World champions during his 
victory speech after beating 2 Cold 
Scorpio in the tournament's final 
bout. The mean-spirited words of a 
jealous have-not will be forgotten 
long before the great lineage of the 
NWA title is erased from the minds 
of true students of this sport. 

| was more upset by the words of 
a high-ranking ECW representative, 
who, when asked about the actions 
of Douglas by PW/ Managing Editor 
V.J. Paterno, insisted that ECW had 
no prior knowledge that Douglas 
had intended to trash the NWA belt 
if he won the tournament. 

So we are to believe that 
Douglas’ actions were his and his 
alone, that after Douglas’ actions, 
ECW slapped itself in the head and 
said: “Dummy us, we never wanted 
to be associated with the NWA. 
Shane's right.” 
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For his part, Scorpio said he 
had had no discussions with 
anyone at ECW about turning 
down the NWA belt had be won 
the bout. 

Well, | don’t believe Scorpio, | 
don’t believe the unnamed ECW 
spokesman, | don’t believe Tod 
Gordon, and I’ve never believed 
Shane Douglas. The clear truth of 
the matter is that ECW duped 
everyone. With expansion on 
their minds and with an an- 
nouncement forthcoming that its 
name was being changed from 
Eastern Championship Wrestling 
to Extreme Championship 
Wrestling, the ECW marketing 
geniuses took advantage of the 
international spotlight to not only 
etch the promotion’s identity in 
the wrestling consciousness, but 
to embarrass Coraluzzo and 
Crockett at the same time. If the 
memories of former NWA cham- 
pions had to be dragged through 
the muck in the process, that’s okay. 
It certainly doesn’t hurt ECW’s rene- 
gade image to trash mainstream 
wrestling champions. 

Coraluzzo left ECW Arena red-faced 
and making all sorts of angry threats. 
His interests would be best served if he 
just wrote the 
entire episode off 
as a_ learning 
experience. Ina 
sport where you 
can’t trust your 
own brother, you 
certainly can’t trust 
a rival promoter. 

KK 

An aside to this 
whole wretched 
situation: 

What is the 
deal with the 
NWA? Why does 


it still exist? When Promoter Dennis Coraluzzo (right) was understandably embar- 
rassed over what happened to the revived NWA at the hands of 
ECW rival Tod Gordon (left). But is the weakened NWA belt really 
worth bringing back? 


Turner bought out 
Crockett in 1989, 


WCW still called its championship the 
NWA Wold title. In time, WCW slowly 
tried to phase out references to the 
NWA in preparation for its withdraw- 
al from the organization. Despite its 
historical significance and the fact 
that a small group of international 
promoters were intent on keeping 
the corporation alive, the NWA has 
become virtually invisible in the 
wrestling landscape. 

A brief and utterly confusing 
attempt to revive the NWA name in 
WCW occurred in 1992 but was 
abruptly halted after a bitter busi- 
ness dispute. Now, the NWA con- 
sists of a bunch of guys seemingly 
waiting for someone to remember 
how important their precious NWA 
name used to be. 

The NWA trying to cling to life? 
It's the equivalent of what would 
have happened if the Virginia 
Squires and Kentucky Colonels of 
the old American Basketball Asso- 
ciation had hung on after four of their 
ABA counterparts were absorbed 
into the National Basketball Asso- 
ciation in 1976. With no league to 
play in, no one would care. 

The NWA had a glorious history, 
but its time has passed. Give it up, 
guys, : O 
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win, lose, or draw 


to go before she can even compare 
herself to Jim Cornette. But the per- 
ception is there.” 

There are others who gladly will 
stick up for Cornette. The manager 
himself will say little about Fytch. 

“I get along fine with Tammy,” he 
says tersely. “Leave it at that.” 
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Cornette and Tammy Fytch are SMW’s two top managers, and both say they get along with each 
other. But insiders say it rankles Cornette that many perceive his star is falling while hers is rising. 


(Continued from page 12) 


Fytch, too, insists there is no fric- 
tion between them. 

“Jimmy and | have a very good 
relationship,” she relates. “We keep 
things quite professional. He has 
his job to do and | have mine. Our 
men hardly wrestle each other any- 
way. And if they did, | know we both 
have enough class not to let the sit- 
uation get too personal.” 

You may take Fytch at her word. 
Few others in Smoky Mountain do. 

“The reason their men don’t 
wrestle each other is because 
they're afraid to,” Lee claims. “Look, 
| know Tammy pretty well. She’s 
always been reluctant to lock horns 
with Cornette. She has a little more 
confidence now, but she’s still wary 
of him. She’s aware of his reputa- 
tion.” 

It's apparent to more folks, how- 
ever, that Cornette is much more 
reluctant to square off against 
Fytch’s forces. 

“To Jim, it’s just a matter of 
refusing to be shown up by a 


woman,” says one for- 
mer associate. “At the 
bottom of it is good old- 
fashioned chauvinism. 
It's bad enough if one of 
the guys bests him, but 
if Fytch ever did, that 
would really set him off.” 

Indeed, Cornette has 
) badmouthed Fytch of- 
ten. He’s always said he 
doesn’t think much of 
her as a manager. Per- 
haps the reason they 
“get along,” as Cornette 
says, is because they 
don’t deal with each 
other. 

Now, at what appears 
to be a low point for 
Cornette, maybe it’s 
time they do deal with 
each other. If Cornette 
wants to be important 
again—important not 
only in his eyes, but in 
ours—he is going to have to take 
on the best. He can no longer deny 
that Fytch is one of the best. 

He should also reconsider his 
personal war with The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express. For more than a decade, 
he has dedicated himself to 
destroying the careers of Rick 
Morton and Robert Gibson. He has 
failed badly. The Rock ’n’ Rolls con- 
tinue to thrive, defying both the 
experts and Cornette’s bad inten- 
tions. 

Cornette is one of the most intel- 
ligent men in the sport, too intelli- 
gent, he has said, to take advice 
from columnists. However, despite 
his dictatorial style, he is refreshing- 
ly openminded. 

“I’m not the only one who’s ever 
had a good idea, you know,” he 
said once, “although sometimes it 
damned sure seems that way.” 

Maybe he’s not as big as he 
once was, but the Jim Cornette era 
isn’t over. Even his most persistent 
enemies will concede that. QO 
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I'm certain most WWF wrestlers don’t mind Hulk Hogan's departure from the federa- 
tion. But “Macho Man” Randy Savage—who has a score to settle with the “Hulk 
ster”—probably isn't one of them. 


Dear Brian, come gunning for you and an 

With Hogan gone, there’s more international incident might 
money, title shots, commercials, result, jeopardizing the NAFTA 
and opportunities for everyone agreement. You don’t want the 
left in the WWF (World Wimps’ erosion of a free market economy 
Federation). Everyone loves on your head, do you, Avi? 
Hogan as long as he stays 
away—except, possibly, for 
Randy Savage. Theirs was a 
marriage of convenience, 
unlike Savage’s marriage to 
Elizabeth. Savage would like 
nothing more than a crack at 
Hogan’s title, not to mention 
his head. 


Dear Eddie, 

| personally think the WWF is 
dead. You can’t replace such = 
ring greats as Big John Studd, 
Hulk Hogan, and Rick Steam- 
boat with The Kid, Jeff Jarrett, 
and Owen Hart and expect to 
survive. 

P.S. Could you give this letter | 
to Vince McMahon? | would ap- 
preciate it. 

AVI JAYASUNYA 
Toronto, Ontario [ 


Dear Avi, 


A man from Ontario comments that WWF star 
McMahon’s a bad dude. If | Owen Hart is no Rick Steamboat. Hey, | 


gave him your letter he’d thought everybody already knew that 
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April 1983/CENTERFOLD: Superstar 
Groham, Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Omdorff, 
Hart, 

July 1983/CENTERFOLD: Ivan Kolo. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/CENTERFOLD: La Zbyszko. 
Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbyszko, Von Erich, 
Wrestling Il. 

December 1983/CENTERFOLD: Wahoo 
McDaniel, Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, Steamboat, 
Hansen, DiBiase. 

January 1984/CENTERFOLD: Harley Race. 
Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, Dillon, 


r. 
Fi 984/CENTERFOLD: Dick Slater. Ted 
DiBiase, Wrestling Il, Magnum T.A., Patera, 
Hogan. 
July 1984/CENTERFOLD: Paul Ellering. 
Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, Gagne, 
Wingham. 
September 1985/CENTERFOLD: Junkyard 
Dog. Magnum T.A., Von Erich, Hogan, AWA 
Scouting Reports. 
February 1986/CENTERFOLD: Nikita Koloff. 
Mike Von Erich, Warriors, Santana, Taylor, 
Barbarian, Race. 
October 1986/CENTERFOLD: John Studd. 
Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, Landell 
Flair vs. Luger, Simpson. 
January 1987/CENTERFOLD: Fabulous 
Freebirds, Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. T.A., 
Snuka, Simpson. 
November 1987/CENTERFOLD: George 
Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, Harts, Hogan, 
Windham. 
January 1988/CENTERFOLD: The Road 
Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gorvins, Hogan 
& Ventura, Zbyszko. 
May 1988/CENTERFOLD: Sting, Andre, 
Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Comette, Owen 
Hart, 
August 1988/CENTERFOLD: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 


December 1988/CENTERFOLD: Hacksaw 
Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, Bigelow, 
Garvin, Precious. 

February 1989/CENTERFOLD: Jake Roberts. 
Luger, Hogan-Savage, Kevin Von Erich, 
Beefcake-Bass, 

April 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steiner. 
Savage, Dangerously, Muraco, Tumer, 
ower. 

June 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steamboat. 
Hogan vs. Savage, Warriors, Zbyszko, 
Rhodes. 

July 1989/CENTERFOLD: Roddy Piper. 
Steamboat, Hogan, Paul E., Dream 
Tournament, Studd, Muraco, 

October 1989/CENTERFOLD: Rick Rude. 
Luger vs. Hogan, Snuka, Sting, Lawler vs. 
Perez, Page, 

December 1989/CENTERFOLD: Jimmy 
Snuka, Luger, Vicious, Muta, Sting, Beefcake 
& Hogan, Tully & Am. 

January 1990/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious. 
Ultimate, Cornette, Ross, Kerry, 

February 1990/CENTERFOLD: Bret Hart. Lex 
Luger, Hogan, Hennig-Beefcake, Toni Adams, 
Woman, 

April 1990/CENTERFOLD: Dusty Rhodes. Ric 
is Hennig vs. Hogan, Sting, Rockers, 


er. 

June 1990/CENTERFOLD: Sting, Hogan vs, 

Warrior, R&R Express, Rhodes vs. Savage, 

Arm vs, Sawyer. 

July 1990/CENTERFOLD: Rick Martel. Lex 

Luger, Beefcake, Skyscrapers, Heenan, Saito, 
res 


September 1990/CENTERFOLD: Rick & Scott 
Steiner. Hogan, Sting, Horsemen, Hennig. 
Sac ee ee Brutus 
Beefcake, Sting, T , Ultimate, Long, 
Blanchard Odor : 
November 1990/CENTERFOLD: Legion Of 
Doom. Sting beats Flair, Rude-Warrior. 
il 1991/CENTERFOLD: Tom Zenk. Sgt. 
ughter, Hogan & Warrior, Magnum T.A. 
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May 1991/CENTERFOLD: Arn Anderson. 

Hogan, Rude, Flair-Sting, Thesz. 

July 1991/CENTERFOLD: Brian Pillman. 

Hogan, Luger, Demolition, Embry, Horsemen- 

Vicious. 

October 1991/CENTERFOLD; Lex Luger. 

Justice, Hogan-Slaughter, Windham, 

Williams. 

November 1991 /CENTERFOLD: 

Eaton. Savage & Elizabeth, Bushwhackers, 

Liger, Pillman. 

December 1991 /CENTERFOLD: Rick 

Steamboat. PWI 500, Simmons, Badd, 

Hogan-Flair. 

January 1992/CENTERFOLD: Ron Simmons. 

Flair, R. Steiner, Ultimate, Luger. 

February 1992/CENTERFOLD: 1992 

Calender. Hogan, Gilbert, Roberts-Justice, hot 

prospects. 

June 1992/CENTERFOLD: Dustin Rhodes. 

Piper interview, Abdullah-Cactus, Flair- 

Savage, Justice. 

July 1992/CENTERFOLD: Randy Savage. 

Best of the Best, Flair, U.S.-Jopan, Savage. 

surges 1992/ Sy 3 ise 
olott. Sting-Savage, Justice, Backlund, 

Steiners, Michael 

November 1992/CENTERFOLD: The Ultimate 

Warrior. British Bulldog, Undertaker, 

Steiners, Honky Tonk Man interview 

December 1992/CENTERFOLD: Big Van 

Vader. PWI 500, Bossman-Nailz, Watts & 

WCW rules, Justice interview. 

January 1993/CENTERFOLD: Jeff Jarrett, 

Flair/Summerslam, Simmons by Bowden, 

Von Erich interview. 

February 1993/CENTERFOLD: Curt Hennig. 

Ramon, Snuka-Muraco, Rude, Rhodes, 

Roberts interview. 

April 1993/CENTERFOLD: Barry Windham, 

Steiners, Backlund, Sting-Muta, Hawk-Sosaki. 

May 1993/CENTERFOLD: Undertaker. 

WrestleMania IX Preview, Cactus Jack, 

Madusa-Sherri, 


June 1993/CENTERFOLD: Razor Ramon, 
Flair, Race-Vader, Lawler-Hennig, Kamala, 
WWF's egoists. 

July 1993/CENTERFOLD: Davey Boy Smith. 
Hulk Hogan, Vader, Yokozuna, Hart 
Slamboree, Flair-Rude. 

September 1993/CENTERFOLD: Paul 
Orndorlf. Sting & Hogan, Luger, Sherri- 
Shango, Blonds. 

October 1993/CENTERFOLD: Marty 
Jannetty. WWF Midyear Report, Vicious, 
Anderson, HartHogan. 

November 1993/CENTERFOLD: The Steiners. 
WCW Midyear Report, Doink, Funk-Gilbert, 
Race, Yokozuna. 

December 1993/CENTERFOLD: Bret Hart. 
a 500, Luger, Davey Boy Smith, Cactus 
Jack. 

January 1994/CENTERFOLD; Jerry Lawler. 
Doink, Nasty Boys, Steiners, Comette, 
Vicious. 

February 1994/CENTERFOLD: Sid Vicious. 
WWF or WCW-Who’s Belter?, Race-Rhodes, 
Hogan-Muto, Har 

April 1994/CENTERFOLD; Nasty Boys, Flair- 
Hogan-Hart, Rude, Kevin Von, Michaels, 
steroids, 

May 1994/CENTERFOLD: Tatanka. 
Yokozuno-Luger, Flair-Vader, Heenan, 
WrestleMania retrospective. 

July 1994/CENTERFOLD: Rick Steamboat. 
Razor Ramon, Flair-Regal, Cactus, Lawler, 
Yokozuna workout, 

August 1994/CENTERFOLD: Doink & Dink. 
Bret Hart/WrestleMania X, Steiners, Albano, 
steroid trial, 

October 1994/CENTERFOLD: Owen Hart. 
All-Star Challenge, Sting, Savage, Hennig, 
Fytch, WWF in Japan, 

November 1994/CENTERFOLD: Randy 
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HOMETOWN: Glens Falls, NY 
HEIGHT: 6'3" 

WEIGHT: 280 

YEARS AS PRO: 17 

RATING: No. 71 (“PWI 500”) 
STRENGTHS: 

*Enthusiasm. Loves to wrestle, and it shows. 
*Patriotism. Draws strength from his love of 
country. 
*Tackle/clothesline. Has applied football back- 
ground to wrestling. 
WEAKNESSES: 
*Stubborn. Reluctant to pick up new holds and 
moves. 
Vision. Position of eyes hurts his peripheral 
vision. 
«Distracted. Plays to the fans too often for his 
own good. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Former WWF star now 
WCW U.S. champ after several years as an inde- 
pendent ... Famed for his trusty 2x4 and 
“Hoooooo!” cry ... Among North America’s 


| most popular wrestlers ... One-time football 


player for Southern Methodist University, the 
NFL’s Atlanta Falcons, and the CFL’s Toronto 
Argonauts ... Was tag teammate of Ted DiBiase 
in 1982 ... Won initial Royal Rumble in 1988 ... 
Held WWE “King” title for four months in 1989 
... Feuded with turncoat Sgt. Slaughter in 1990. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1994-95; A solid, competitive 
wrestler, Duggan isn’t expected to contend for 
Hulk Hogan’s WCW World title. However, he 
certainly has the ability, determination, and 
smarts to hold on to the U.S. belt for a while. It 
would be in his best interest to learn some new 
moyes so he would be more difficult to defend 
against. 


Vv 


AW DUGGAN 


HOMETOWN: Tampa, FL 4 
HEIGHT: 6'1" 
WEIGHT: 275 
YEARS AS PRO: 15 
RATING: No. 61 (“PWI 500") 
STRENGTHS: 
*Sneaky. “The Anvil” will turn up when and 
where he’s least expected. 
*Raw power. Has plenty of bulk and knows how 
to use it. 
Stump puller. Opponents have not found a way 
to counter his new finishing maneuver. 
WEAKNESSES: 
*Beer gut. Hindered by the extra weight he 
chooses to carry. 
*Singles ineffectiveness. For him, safety’s always 
in numbers. 
*Too reckless. Tries to surprise foes, but often 
gets surprised himself. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Teamed 
with brother-in-law Bret Hart to form 
The Hart Foundation, and they won the 
WWF World tag team belts in 1987 and 
held them again in 1990-91 ... Has 
aligned with Bret’s younger brother Owen 
in recent months, and the two have gone 
after the current WWF World champion ... 
Has had a lackluster singles career. 
OUTLOOK FOR 1994-95; Tough and 
rugged, Neidhart is at his best when he works 


- with a partner, and Owen Hart’s move to rule- 


breaking revitalized his stagnant career. While he 
hasn't yet been able to help Owen achieve his 
ultimate goal of beating Bret for the title, 
Neidhart played a key role in Owen capturing the 
King of the Ring finals from Razor Ramon. 
Anyone who wants to conquer “The Rocket” 
must go through “The Anvil,” and Neidhart 
should continue to help Owen, though he is get- 
ting his share of shots at Bret as well. 


tk 


HOMETOWN: Lexington, TN 
HEIGHT: 6'2" 

WEIGHT: 241 

YEARS AS PRO: 8 
RATING: No. 75 (“PWI 500") 
STRENGTHS: 


*Driven. Wants desperately to escape brother I 


Eddie’s shadow. 


*Flying elbowsmash. Extremely strong, extreme- 


ly fast. 

*Knows limits. Will not reach for what he cannot 
attain. 

WEAKNESSES: 

Schizophrenic. What identity will he use today? 
*Slow afoot. Has poor lateral movement; can’t 
evade opponents’ attacks. 

Weak stretches. Occasionally struggles for sey- 
eral minutes during matches before catching sec- 
ond wind. 

OTHER COMMENTS: Has usually been a 
rulebreaker in USWA and other Southern inde- 
pendents, though he has occasionally embraced 
fans’ cheers ... Has sometimes befriended his 
brother, but has at other times opposed him ... 
Still dons a mask from time-to-time and wrestles 
as The Dark Patriot ... Feuding with Jerry 


A A 


DOUG GILBERT 


Lawler, Brian Christopher, and other USWA fan 
favorites. 

OUTLOOK FOR 1994-95: Still in search of his 
own identity, Doug might be better off in a feder- 
ation where he wouldn’t be compared to his more 
celebrated sibling. Doug can be as fierce as Eddie 
when he wants to be, and his flying elbowsmash 
is among wrestling’s most potent manuevers. 
He’s got to boost his foot speed to bolster his 
defense, and also gain more consistency during 
matches. Once those things are out of the way, 
Doug may finally be recognized for the talented 
wrestler he is. 


’ 


“BIG VAN VADER 


a4 


HOMETOWN: Denver, CO 
HEIGHT; 6'5" 
WEIGHT: 450 
YEARS AS PRO: 9 
RATING: No. 4 (“PW/ 500”) 
TRENGTHS;: 
*Killer instinct. Will do just about anything 
to an opponent to get a win. 
*Athleticism. Talented, gifted, far more than 
just a brawler. 
*International experience. No one wrestles 
more often in more places. 
WEAKNESSES: ; 
*Showboats. Wants to beat lighter opponents at 
their own game (i.e. moonsaults). 
*Bad loser. Finds it hard to bounce back from big 
defeats. 
*Harley Race. Manager costs him too many 
matches. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Current UWFI champi- 
on in Japan, where he competes more often than 
any other U.S.-based American wrestler ... 


Brutally dominated WCW for virtually all of | 


1993, but has gradually fallen by the wayside 
since losing belt to Ric Flair at Starrcade ... Star 
lineman at University of Colorado, later played 
for NFL’s Los Angeles Rams ... Stunned 
wrestling world by executing a moonsault, per- 
haps the first super heavyweight to do so. 

OUTLOOK FOR 1994-95: Without question 
the world’s premier super heavyweight and a 


major figure overseas, Vader has struggled to - 
supplant Ric Flair as WCW’s top contender, It 


could be argued that World champion Hulk 
Hogan is avoiding him, as Vader may be more 
dangerous than anyone the “Hulkster” has ever 
faced. Smart and fierce, Vader can never be dis- 
missed as a title threat. However, he may have to 
wait until someone else beats Hogan if he is to 
get another shot. 


| Britain this spring, although they held the belts 


| from the WWF ... Manager Oscar enters the ring 


HOMETOWN: Harlem, NY 

HEIGHT: 6'10" 

WEIGHT: 503 

YEARS AS PRO: 3 

RATING: No. 88 (“PW/ 500”) 

STRENGTHS: 

*Legdrop. A devastating maneuver, especially 
with his bulk. | 
*Diminishes ring. Effectively cuts off territory, 
giving foe little room to maneuver away. 
*Attitude. Genuinely enjoys what he does, which 
always makes work easier. 

WEAKNESSES: 

«Slow. Has poor timing against lighter oppo- 
nents. 

*Cramps up. Eats too soon before the start of a 
match. 

Oscar. Needs a real manager, not a rapper. 
OTHER COMMENTS: Teamed up with Mo to 
form Men on a Mission tag team ... MOM cap- 
tured WWF World tag team title from The 
Quebecers during the federation’s tour of Great 


for only two days before The Quebecers took 
them back ... Mo was soon injured and has faded 


rapping on behalf of his man ... Mabel has feud- 
ed with Bam Bam Bigelow and Jeff Jarrett, 
among others. 

OUTLOOK FOR 1994-95: MOM’s tag team 
success may have been fleeting, but Mabel’s size 
and strength could make him a major part of the 
WWF singles scene. However, he has to find a 
way to improve his mobility and speed. Even if 
he never captures a solo belt, he could havea big 
say in determining who does. The fans love his 
enthusiasm. 
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Big Van Vader 


wcw 
World Champion: 


HULK HOGAN 
{C) 275, Venice Beach, CA 


1—HACKSAW DUGGAN 


[-) 280, Glens Falls, NY 


2—JOHNNY B. BADD 
{+} 235, Macon, GA 


3—THE GUARDIAN ANGEL 


(7) 310, Cobb County, GA 
4—STING 

(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
5—BIG VAN VADER 

(5) 450, Denver, CO 
6—RIC FLAIR 

(4) 243, Minneapolis, MN 
7—ARN ANDERSON 

(8) 249, Minneapolis, MN 
8—STEVE REGAL 

(2) 247, Blackpool, England 
9—DUSTIN RHODES 

(9) 254, Austin, TX 

10—STEVE AUSTIN 
(6) 241, Dallas, TX 


TOP 10 


2 BRET HART 


287, Miami, FL 
4 STING 


5 RIC FLAIR 


450, Denver, CO 


235, Macon, GA 


WWF 
World Champion: 
BRET HART 
(C) 234, Calgary, Alberta 
1—RAZOR RAMON 
(1) 287, Miami, Fl 
2—JIM NEIDHART 
{-) 275, Tampa, FL 
3—OWEN HART 
(4) 227, Calgary, Alberta 
4—THE UNDERTAKER 
(2) 328, parts unknown 
5—DIESEL 
(3) 356, Las Vegas, NV 
6—LEX LUGER 
(5) 265, Chicago, IL 
7—IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 
(10) 248, Syracuse, NY 
8—JEFF JARRETT 
(-) 230, Nashville, TN 
9—DOINK THE CLOWN 
{-) 235, parts unknown 
10—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
(-) 368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 
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1 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 
(2) WCW World champion 


234, Calgary, Alberta 
(1) WWF World champion 
3 RAZOR RAMON 


(4) WWF Intercontinental champion 


260, Venice Beach, CA 
(6) No. 4 contender: WCW World title 


243, Minneapolis, MN 
(5) No. 6 contender: WCW World title 
6 THE UNDERTAKER 6 THE NASTY BOYS 
328, parts unknown 
(-) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 
7 BIG VAN VADER 7 PG-13 


(-) No. 5 contender: WCW World title 
8 JOHNNY B. BADD 8 PUBLIC ENEMY 


{-) WCW TV champion 
9 OWEN HART 
227, Calgary, Alberta 
(-) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 
10 SID VICIOUS 
318, West Memphis, AR 
(-) USWA heavyweight champion 


TAG TEAMS 


1 DIESEL & SHAWN MICHAELS 
Combined weight: 590 pounds 


(1) WWF World tag team champions 


2 MARCUS BAGWELL & THE PATRIOT 
Combined weight: 491 pounds 


(6) WCW World tag team champions 


3 THE HEADSHRINKERS 
Combined weight: 520 pounds 


(5) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 


4 THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 


(4) Smoky Mountain tag team champions 


5 PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA 
Combined weight: 488 pounds 


(3) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 


Combined weight: 585 pounds 


(2) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 


Combined weight: 471 pounds 


(9) USWA tag team champions 


Combined weight: 583 pounds 


(8) No. 1 contenders: ECW tag fitle 


9 THE BUSHWHACKERS 
Combined weight: 499 pounds 


(-) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tay title 


10 THE GANGSTAS 
Combined weight: 456 pounds 


GLOBAL 
Global Champion: 
CHRIS ADAMS 
(C) 228, Stratford, England 
1—ICEMAN PARSONS 
(5) 245, St. Louis, MO 
2—JIMMY GARVIN 
(7) 242, Charlotte, NC 
3—ACTION JACKSON 
(2) 281, Dallas, TX 
4—SCOTT PUTSKI 
(4) 235, Austin, TX 
5—ROD PRICE 
(1) 265, los Angeles, CA 
6—TERRY GORDY 
(6) 289, Chattanooga, TN 
7—MOADIB 
(-) 285, parts unknown 
8—MICHAEL HAYES 
(-) 255, Atlanta, GA 
9—NICK GOLDEN 
(10) 238, Dallas, TX 
10—ALEX PORTEAU 
(8) 235, Dallas, TX 


(-) No. 1 contenders: Smoky Mountain tag title 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 
SID VICIOUS 
(C) 318, West Memphis, AR 
1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(2) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—JERRY LAWLER 
(4) 234, Memphis, TN 
3—TOMMY RICH 
(6) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
4—DOUG GILBERT 
(1) 241, Lexington, TN 
5—SPELLBINDER 
(9) 246, parts unknown 
6—DOUG BASHAM 
(10) 228, Memphis, TN 
7—BUDDY LANDELL 
(-) 236, Los Angeles, CA 
8—ELIMINATOR | 
(-) 243, parts unknown 
9—SCOTT BOWDEN 
{-) 215, Memphis, TN 
10—JEFF GAYLORD 
(8) 280, St. Louis, MO 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent skill of 
each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most Hated ratings 
are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character of mail that 
comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top title in each cate- 
gory; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indicates a wrestler's position 
in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last issue. while (C) indicates the 

wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 
1 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 


2 STING 
260, Venice Beach, CA 


Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 


3 BRET HART 
234, Calgary, Alberta 


Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 


4 THE UNDERTAKER 
328, parts unknown 
Last issue: unrated 

5 RAZOR RAMON 
287, Miami, FL 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 


6 HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, Glens Falls, NY 

Las? issue: unrated 
7 LEX LUGER 

268, Chicago, Il 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


8 DAVEY BOY SMITH 

245, Leeds, England 
Last issue: unrated 

9 JOHNNY B. BADD 

235, Macon, GA 
Last issue: unrated 

10 DUSTIN RHODES 
254, Austin, TX 


Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN 
Smoky Mountain Champion: 


TONY ANTHONY 
(C) 235, Bucksnort, TN 
1—BRUISER BEDLAM 
(5) 235, Newark, NJ 
2—CHRIS CANDIDO 
(4) 226, Carteret, NJ 
3—BRIAN LEE 
{-) 251, los Angeles, CA 
4—B00 BRADLEY 
(-) 310, parts unknown 
5—RICK MORTON 
(3) 228, Memphis, TN 
6—LANCE STORM 
(6) 231, Memphis, TN 
7—KILLER KYLE 
(1) 303, Atlanta, GA 
8—ROBERT GIBSON 
(8) 225, Pensacola, FL 
9—BOB ARMSTRONG 
(7) 227, Marietta, GA 
10—THE INFERNO 
(9) 235, parts unknown 


MOST HATED 


{ BOB BACKLUND 


234, Princeton, MN 
Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


2 BIG VAN VADER 


450, Denver, CO 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
3 TATANKA 

250, Pembroke, NC 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 
4 JIM NEIDHART 

275, Tampa, FL 

Las? issue: unrated 


5 JERRY LAWLER 


234, Memphis, TN 

Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 
6 RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 

Last issue: unrated 


"7 SHAWN MICHAELS 


234, San Antonio, TX 


Last Issue: No. 5 Most Hated 


8 OWEN HART 

227, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 
9 DIESEL 

356, Las Vegas, NV 

Last issue: unrated 


10 SHANE DOUGLAS 


223, Pittsburgh, PA 
Last issue: unrated 


ECW 


ECW Champion: 


SHANE DOUGLAS 
(C) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 


1—SABU 

(1) 220, Bombay 
2—911 

(6) 310, parts unknown 
3—MR. HUGHES 

(8) 308, Kansas City, KS 
4—THE SANDMAN 

(-) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
5=—RON SIMMONS 

(-) 260, Perry, GA 
6—TOMMY DREAMER 

(3) 245, Yonkers, NY 
7—TASMANIAC 

(10) 221, Tasmania 
8—DEAN MALENKO 

{-) 216, Tampa, FL 
9—DORY FUNK JR. 

(-] 250, Amarillo, TX 

10—IAN ROTTEN 
{-) 281, Philadelphia, PA 


For period ended September 29, 1994 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 

These ratings are based on the spas 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for secon 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points, Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 

ry. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these cumu- 
lative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
T=BRET HART.....ccccccoosssssssesssescvesscesssesssenees9Q POINTS 
D—RIC FLAIR. ..00ccsseecssssenscesccsssscesssvevecssscossesO2 POINTS 
S—STING ...cccccscsocccccsssersesscsarsssssensssesssesene 55 POINtS 
4—RAZOR RAMON ..cesscssecscsscscsssseesseseccceeess 54 POINTS 
S—LEX LUGER..ccsccsesesesesvensscnsssscessassesnscseeeee40 points 


TAG TEAMS 
1—THE NASTY BOYS .........cccccsessssscesseceoseseees? 5 POINTS 
2—THE HEADSHRINKERS.......scssscsseressecesseeeeseO3 POINES 
S—THE QUEBECERS ....ccrccssssscsssesevcseesersrserenes4 il POINTS 
4—PAUL ORNDORFF & PAUL ROMA ...............36 points 
5—THE ROCK 'N' ROLL EXPRESS...........0.0000000000 1 points 


AAA: AAA Champion—Konnan; 1—E] Hijo Del Santo; 2—Octagon; 3—The Love 
Machine; 4—Eddy Guerrero; 5—Rey Mysterio Jr; 6—Lo Parka; 7—Perro Aguayo; 
8—Blue Panther; 9—Psicosis; 10—Cien Caras. 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Tito Santana; 1—Greg Valentine; 2—Tony Atlas; 3— 
Jimmy Snuka; 4—Rick Martel; 5—The Funny Clown; 6—Metal Maniac, 7—Jim 
Powers; 8—Cousin Luke; 9—Gino Caruso; 10—Hacksaw Duggan. 

MTW: MTW Champion—Machine Gun Kelly; I—Al Snow; 2—Bobo Brazil Jr.; 3— 
Sean Casey; 4—Bastion Booger; 5—Chris Carter; 6—Denny Kass; 7—Johnny 
Paradise; 8—Scott Summers; 9—Sabu; 10—Scott The Rock. 

PWA: PWA Champion—The Hater; 1—Punisher; 2—Randy Gusto; 3—Storm 
Trooper Aaron; 4—Hawk; 5—Nailz; 6—Charlie Norris; 7—Blake Beverly: 8—Storm 
Trooper Willie; 9—Tommy Ferrara; 10—Jerry Lynn. 

PWEF: PWF Champion—Russian Assassin Il; 1—Halian Stallion; 2—George South; 
3—Flaming Youth; 4—Star Ryder; 5—Masked Maniac; 6—Cruel Connection Il; 7— 
Troy Conyers; 8—Brian Williams; 9—Gladiator II; 10—Terry Austin. 

WWA: WWA Champion—Friendly Frank; 1—Abudah Singh; 2—Abdullah the 
Butcher; 3—Rick Conners; 4—Ramblin' Rich; 5—Duane Gill; -—Striker; 7—Ed Atlas; 
&—Ray Odyssey; 9—Gus the Greek; 10—Boy Gone Bad. 

WWWA: WWWA Champion—Brutus Beefcake; 1—Jack Hammer; 2—Rick Martel; 
3—S.D. Jones; 4—Harley Lewis; 5—The Zombie; 6—Mr. Haiti; 7—Johnny Rebel; 
8—Mad Russian; 9—Glenn Osbourne; 10—Super Nova. 
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Non-title nonsense? Not many people considered Paul 
Orndorff and Paul Roma serious contenders to the WCW 
World tag team title when they started competing regularly as a 
team in the spring of 1994. They started calling themselves 


“Pretty Wonderful,” although 
many fans thought they deserved 
to be called “Pretty Mediocre,” or 
even “Pretty Lousy.” 

Orndorff and Roma proved the 
doubters wrong by beating an 
injured Cactus Jack and Kevin 
Sullivan for the belts at Bash at 
| the Beach in July. Since then, 
they’ ve had their problems, to say 
the least. Losses to Marcus 
Alexander Bagwell and The 
Patriot as well as The Nasty 
Boys are piling up ... but only in 
non-title matches. That is, until Bagwell and Patriot beat them 
for the belts on September 25 in Atlanta. 

Former WCW TV champion Lord Steven Regal faced simi- 
lar problems. He was harshly criticized during his first reign as 
champion for not putting the belt on the line in many of his 
bouts. He lost most of those non-title matches. Even when he 
did put the belt on the line, a lot of times it was only for the first 
15 minutes of the bout. 

Things didn’t change all that much in His Lordship’s second 
reign. He was dominated and defeated by Japanese legend 
Antonio Inoki at Clash of the Champions XXVII and also lost 
to the likes of Sting and Larry Zbyszko before being beaten by 
Johnny B. Badd at Fall Brawl. 

Even Steve Austin, whose impressive nine-month reign as 
U.S. champion was ended by Rick Steamboat at the Clash in 
August, dropped his share of non-title bouts along the way. 

In the case of Orndorff and Roma, their slump had a direct 
effect on our ratings. Even before they lost the belts, Orndorff 
and Roma often slipped below both Bagwell and Patriot and the 
Nastys in the ratings and will now have to find a way to climb 
back to the top. 

How do you feel about non-title matches? Should champions 
be allowed to wrestle top opposition without putting their cham- 
pionships on the line? 


Lord Steven Regal 


ANALYSIS 


And speaking of tag team champions ... There is trouble in 
the camp of Diesel and Shawn Michaels, the WWF tag title- 
holders. According to our WWE sources, Diesel is still furious 
that Michaels’ interference at SummerSlam backfired and 
caused him to lose the Intercontinental title to Razor Ramon. 

Since Diesel lost the I-C belt less than 24 hours after win- 
ning the WWF tag title with Michaels, WWF President Jack 
Tunney never had to make what would have been a very diffi- 
cult decision. Would Diesel have been permitted to hold two 
belts at once? Back in August of 1980, Bob Backlund and 
Pedro Morales had to give up the WWF World tag team belts 
one day after they won them from The Samoans because 
Backlund was already WWF World champion. 

Earlier this year in the USWA, Eddie Gilbert held the feder- 
ation’s heavyweight and Southern titles simultaneously for sev- 
eral weeks and even talked about pursuing the USWA tag team 
title. 

According to a WWE spokesman, since Diesel did not hold 
two WWE World titles, he wouldn’t necessarily have been 
forced to give up one of his belts, as long as he made the 
required number of title defenses of each. 

Because of the incident at SummerSlam, Diesel only holds 
one belt and he might not even 
hold that too much longer the 
way things are going. If the ten- 
sion between him and Michaels 
grows into an intense hatred, 
they certainly will have a hard 
time holding on to their title. 

It’s possible that Diesel 
could turn his back on Michaels 
and start wrestling as a fan 
favorite. Even as an intimidating 
tulebreaker, he hears his share 
of cheers at most WWF cards. 

We need your input! As always, we want to know what you 
think of our ratings, and some of the issues we’ ve raised in this 
column. Are there too many non-title matches in WCW? Should 
wrestlers be able to hold more than one belt in the same federa- 
tion? Is Diesel better off as a fan favorite? Write to us at: 
“Ratings Analysis,” c/o PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED, Box 956, 
Fort Washington, PA 19034. Oo 


Eddie Gilbert 
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So many of you have written to 
tell us that you’d love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly, but that it 
_ was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
7 about a third! 


STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! E WONT RETURN 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming BY HENAN LEAVES WWE, SASH 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You BOB BRAWL 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s ERSON INJURED IN HOTEL 
wrestling news today! VICIOUS & AND 

A 
FIRST WITH THE NEWS! ARGES AGAINST LAWLER DROPED? 


New efforts have been made to get PW/ Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW/ Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 
to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 
the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 
week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW/ Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW/ Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
* 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 
* 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


Pan sseseess--= a | 
1 I 
Send to: YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send H 
aoe i ee Co. CL] NEW me a subscription to PW/ Weekly as follows: 
1 P.O. Box 91 C1] RENEWAL ! ; : 
[) 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings! 
| Fort Washington, PA 19034 Me easy 
: [| 34 issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings! L 
1 i 
! © Check or money order al Nife. like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. : 
; (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) Enclosed please find a check or money order for $1.95 : 
t I 
O visa NAME 
1 () MasterCard 1 
- ADDRESS APT - 
preeardnurpber ss =e ee i 
i 1 
| Expiration date: / SU = SS SS ae = IP ; 
L MO/YR Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.65 for : 
1 ani : id 6% sales tax single issue; $32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 I 
: (Pennsylvania residents add 6% sales tax) issues. International money orders in U.S. funds only. Ear ‘ 
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This photograph is literally a hot shot, and Eddie Gilbert certainly knows it! He 
prepares for the worst, as Hurricane Castillo Jr. tries to raise the temperature of 
Gilbert’s blood during a frantic barbed-wire fire match on a World Wrestling 
Council card in Puerto Rico. This assault on “Hot Stuff” was truly sweet revenge 
for local favorite Castillo, who had absorbed similar treatment from Gilbert sev- 
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THE LEADER OF THe PACH 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the 
wrestling arena (and the locker room) to the 
fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers 
the entire spectrum of the sport can boast of 
the same quality writers, editors, and photog- 
raphers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as 
the best! 


EHCLUGIVE FEATURED 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete cov- 
erage of wrestling available anywhere, From 
the great staff of writers, through the dramat- 
ic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent 
full-color centerfold—PWI brings you 
wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can’t get anywhere 
else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” .. . 
Eddie Ellner’s ively and controversial “Off The 
Top Rope” . . . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive 
“Ratings” . . . “Scouting Reports” . . . “Time 
Capsules”. . . And don’t forget: Your subscrip- 
tion to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.50 on the news- 
stand (if you can find it!) and any other spe- 
cials we produce throughout the year. 


THREE WANS TO SUBSCRIBE 


® Now available for the first time, a six-issue 
subscription to PWI. Six power-packed edi- 
tions will be delivered right to your door for 
just $15. 

© Order a 12-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive two issues free! You'll get 14 issues 
for just $30—a 17% savings off the regular 
newsstand price. 

®To receive the greatest savings, order a 24- 
issue subscription to PWI at the low price of 
$60 and receive six issues free! That's 30 
issues for the cost of 24, a 25% savings off 
the regular newsstand rate! 


Don’t miss a single issue! Subscribe today! 


LUS*RATED 


(eitling 


Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
C) Jam enclosing $15 for a six-issue subscription 


C 1am enclosing $30 for a 12-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
two issues free for a total of 14 monthly issues 


C) Jam enclosing $60 for a 24-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
six issues free for a total of 30 monthly issues 


Please indicate method of payment (Pennsylvania residents, please add 6% sales tax). 
(J Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
CL) VISA# 


Expiration Date: /___ 


MO/YR 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 
P.0. Box 910 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 
Name 
Address ss 
City State Zip 


Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign countries: $19.80 for six issues ($25.50 airmail); $39.60 for 12 issues ($51 airmail); $79.20 


for 24 issues ($102 airmail). International money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 
Taceive your first issue. 
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ALL NEW MEGA-MOVES LIKE AND THE FIELD FIRST 4-PLAYER OUT-OF-THE-RING MAYHEM! NEW PINS AND 
THE CANNONBALL... GOAL KICK! yy! 9, GAME! SUBMISSIONS! 
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